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It has been a very busy 

time recently and we have 
barely taken time to draw 
breath before moving 

forward again! However. 
may I thank everyone who 

has helped in any way with 
our two main plays. We could not have done 
them without you!!  

 
Through this newsletter I would also like to 

thank two particular people. Doreen Albin has 
been helping us with ACT I for some time 
now but a drastic change at work plus a 

house move has made it sadly necessary for 
her to stop. I would very much like to thank 

her for all her support and hope that, if 
things improve, she will feel that she can 
return. She fitted in very well, will be greatly 

missed by us all but we wish her all the very 

best and hope she will pop in to see us when 
she can. Sadly, we have still been 
unsuccessful securing extra help with the 

running of ACT II. 
 

I would also like to thank Adam Swinton, one 
of our ACT II students. As part of his Duke of 
Edinburgh Gold Award, he has been helping 

us with ACT I and was one of the backstage 
staff during their play before taking the stage 

himself. This has allowed him to get a 
glimpse at some of the work the tutors do 
and I hope he has found this interesting. 

Adam has certainly been a great asset and 
although he cannot continue with ACT II this 

summer will still be helping us with ACT I.  
 

Valerie Harris—Head Tutor 

A Word From Me  

News 

As you read this, we will already be starting afresh 

with new rehearsals, this time for our one act 
plays. ACT I will be performing ‘Ernie’s Incredible 
Illucinations’ a play by Alan Ayckbourn. Meanwhile 

some of the students from ACT II will commence 
work on a new play called ’The Worker’ by Walter 

Wykes. It will also mark the directing debut of one of the students, Jack 
Simmons and we hope that he will learn much from this experience. 
ACTS attempt to give their students the opportunity to do more than 

just act. Some of the girls this year have again helped us sort out the 
costumes for the productions. 

The tutors feel that it is important to enter these festivals as it allows 
the students to perform in different theatres, meet other groups and 
compete against them plus show off their talents to other audiences. 

 
Again we will be aiming to enter a play from each section to compete in 

three One Act Play Festivals. These festivals will be held at Wilmslow 
from 22nd –26th May, Altrincham from 18th-23rd June and Glossop 
from the 4th-9th July. We, of course, do have the actual performance 

date set in stone. If anyone has any problems with any of these dates 
please call us NOW! Help will be needed with transport and we will 

certainly aim to impress adjudicators again! Wouldn’t it be nice to bring 
some more awards home. 
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As well as  directing ACTS main productions Head Tutor, Valerie 

Harris & John Banks were busy rehearsing for their own board 
treading in the Wilmslow Guild Players March production of George 
Bernard Shaw’s play ‘Arms and the Man’.  

 
Valerie plays Catherine Petkoff and John ‘the Man’, he does get a 

name later! It has certainly left them with very little time to call 
their own these past few weeks. The play is being performed as this 
is being written (well not actually written onstage but you know 

what we mean..I hope). We wish them well, a broken leg each 
(theatre term) and hope they have a successful production and 

good audiences. 

We have fought hard for many years to keep costs down despite everything else going up! 

In fact, we cannot remember the last time, either with this school or the 
 previous group we were associated with, when they last were raised it has 
been that long! As announced in our last Newsletter the Committee decided 

to keep the fees for this year at £35.00 per term. However, we will sadly 
have to increase these in Sept to £40.00 per term. Play royalties have shot 

up and the price of scripts has also slowly risen to the now staggering price 
of £10.00 each!  
 

The good news is that the Tutors are not getting a pay rise and their services remain at 
£0.00! In fact they absorb quite a few expenses themselves such as petrol costs when 

attending meetings, collecting and returning costumes and props. 
 
We are very grateful to our Treasurer, Claire Roscoe for keeping a tight hand and eagle eye 

on our bank account and so we always try to keep on her good side. Therefore, could you 
help us by ensuring that the fees for the summer term be paid before the first meeting. 

Thank you. 

Term Fees 
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Valerie & the Man! 

Dates for Diaries  

ACT I Summer term starts on Saturday the 14th April 2012 and 

finishes on Saturday the 14th July 2012. 
 
ACT II Summer term starts on Sunday the 15th April 2012 and  

finishes on Sunday the 15th July 2012. 

A L T R I N C H A M  C R E A T I V E  T H E A T R E  S C H O O L  

The Tutors feel that feedback from you all is very important. It has been very nice and 

encouraging the recent comments we have received but we know we don’t always get it 
right. Part of our commitment is to make the most of our resources and to improve in all  

areas as much as we can, in any way we can. 
 
We are still a new and young school but have, through hard work and good support 

 managed to establish a firm base and a good working environment. The help offered by 
some  parents has been greatly appreciated but we feel we can do more together. 

Therefore if you do have any comments about the school, can help in any way, or have ideas 
about activities we could arrange for our students then please get in touch. The tutors feel 
very strongly that parents should be fully aware of what the students do, the commitment 

that is expected and the work they put in. So do let us know your thoughts, they are 
 important to us. 

Feedback & Ideas 
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‘Treasure Island’ was ACT I’ s second major production 

and was performed on Tuesday 20th and Wednesday the 
21st March. This classic story had been given a twist by 

writer, Phil Willmott who had adapted it for the stage by 
including more women pirates! It gave the students a 
chance to have a good old tug of war onstage and a large 

sword fight. Even the parrot, Captain Flint was involved in 
that! 

 
We were delighted, especially as these take so long to set up, that an invite to the Mayor, 
Jane Baugh was accepted and she attended the second night with her Consort. She very 

kindly addressed the audience and told them how much she had enjoyed the production.  
Afterwards she came on stage to have her picture taken with Head Tutor Valerie Harris and 

the cast (see photo above). After that she met the other tutors, backstage crew and  
chatted to the cast. We have just received the following letter from her. 
 

Dear Valerie, 
 

Thank you for inviting the Consort and myself to your play last Wednesday evening. We very 
much enjoyed the performance of Treasure Island and thought the young people had a lot of 

talent. I also want to thank you for making us feel very welcome. 
All the best for the future, I’m sure the Theatre School will go from strength to strength. 

Kind Regards  Councillor Jane Baugh 

 
This was truly a fun play to do and our thanks to Witton Albion Football Club who lent us 

their spare goal netting to produce the magnificent ships rigging and 5th Wilmslow Scout 
Group for the original hemp rope which was used in conjunction with the rigging and also for 
tying up Jim Hawkins. 

 
A completely different type of stage fare and era was given to us by ACT II who performed 

the dark, anti war satire ‘Oh What A Lovely War’ on 
Thursday the 22nd and Friday the 23rd March.  
 

This was a new and very demanding challenge for our 
youth group. It did not help either that we had cast 

 problems with one replacement ending up in hospital! 
However, at the eleventh hour Elizabeth Mc Gough 
stepped in which allowed the play to take place and we 

are very grateful to her. 
 

Many, many thanks to all the production crew, Geoff 
Rayner, Adam Swinton, Janet and Alan Reidsma and Peter Hughes. A very special thank you 
must go to Charley Nichols & Mike Cooper, our lighting and sound people who helped us in 

so many different ways. They very calmly coped immensely well with ‘Oh What A Lovely 
War’ when instead of running two separate rehearsals it was deemed necessary to do a 

combined Tech/Dress rehearsal. Always on time, organised and very polite they were a 
credit to the school and themselves. 
 

We would also like to thank the Royal British Legion for their support and the sponsors of 
our programme the Sale Rotary Club. 

 
Last but not least many, many thanks must go to Alison Jurkowski who organised our Front 
of House staff and thank you to the people who answered the call for help. We could not 

have done any of this without that help. 
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For more information you can call 

Head Tutor Valerie Harris  
0161 928 2277 
 

 
John Banks  

Mobile - 07792 307677 
 
Or you can email us at the following 

 
info@acts4u.org.uk 

Contacts  

The End Bit  

Anyone who has worked with young people will have had to endure, at one time or another, 

some trial or tribulation. Our students are a little older than this little chap but for anyone 
who has ever dressed a child you will love this one!   

 
 

Did you hear about  the Pre-School teacher who was helping one of the children put on his 

"Wellie  boot's"?  
He asked for help and she could see why..  

Even with her pulling and him pushing, the little "Wellie's" still didn't want to go on. 
By the time they got the second "Wellie" on, she had worked up a sweat.   

She almost cried when the little boy said, "Miss, they're on the wrong feet." 

She looked, and sure enough, they were. 
It wasn't any easier pulling  the "Wellie's" off than it was putting them  on. 

She managed to keep her cool as together  they worked to get the "Wellie's" back on,  this 
time on the right feet..  

He then  announced, "These aren't my  Wellies."  

She bit her tongue rather than get right in his face and scream, 'Why didn't you say so?' like 
she wanted to. 

Once again, she struggled to help him pull the  ill-fitting "Wellie's" off his little  feet. 
No sooner had they gotten  the "Wellie's" off when he said, 

"They're my brother's "Wellie's", my mom made me wear 'them.'   
 

Now she didn't know if she should laugh or cry. 

But, she mustered up what grace and  courage she had left to wrestle the "Wellie's" on his 
feet again.  

Helping him into his coat,  she asked, "Now, where are your  gloves?"  
He said, "I stuffed them in the toes of my Wellie's".. 

 

She will be  eligible for parole in three  years! 
 

 
If you have anything amusing for ‘The End Bit’ do send it to us. 

© A.C.T.S. 2012 

A L T R I N C H A M  C R E A T I V E  T H E A T R E  S C H O O L  

A.C.T.SA.C.T.S


