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Where does the time go? 

Our main productions have 
come and gone and we are 
now busy producing our 

One Act Plays. More news 
about both of these in the 

newsletter. 
 

Congratulations to both ACT I and II on their 

productions. These are always big 
undertakings especially when we have new 

work and new students treading the boards. I 
am particularly pleased for Georgina that her 
play was well received and maybe this will 

spur her on to writing more plays in the 
future? Who knows. I just wish  we knew the 

secret of increasing audiences for our 
students!  
 

I am also very happy that we have another 

student who wishes to direct! This years ACT 
II’s Director will be Adam Swinton. Adam has 
not only performed in various productions 

over the years but also helped with ACT I and 
worked backstage. I hope that this new 

experience will be an enjoyable one for him. 
 
What was very enjoyable was keeping our 

promise to take ACT II to the theatre. Sadly, 
our plan to go to a London theatre proved far 

too expensive, Saturday being the worse day 
of the week! However, our trip did take place 
and I feel I can safely say it was a great 

success. Again you can read more about that 
further on plus the visit that the tutors 

undertook themselves. 
 

Valerie Harris—Head Tutor 
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As we wrote in our last newsletter, A.C.T.S is maintained and run solely 

on students fees, donations and grants. 
Late one evening Valerie received a call 

from Mr Frank Tolley MBE.  
Frank is a well known local resident who 
has done much for charity through his 

talks about his wartime experiences  
flying in Lancaster bombers during World 

War Two. Many people will be unaware 
that Frank has also been a very strong 
supporter of ACTS since it first began 

back in 2010. This year, he decided to give a donation to the group which 
went towards staging its two main productions. Frank attended a 

rehearsal of ‘Volunteers of Eve’, the play that ACT II performed, and was 
very impressed with what he saw. Afterwards he presented the cheque to 
Head Tutor, Valerie Harris and said “I am very impressed with all the work 

the tutors do with these young people. They clearly enjoy what they do 
and their enthusiasm and hard work is wonderful to see. I wish them well 

in their future production and look forward to seeing it”. Frank has not 
only seen all the plays that the school has performed but also helps front 

of house as well.  
Thank you again Frank for your continued support. 
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This year saw A.C.T.S produce and perform two brand new plays. 

Well, one brand new and one, new, expanded one! ACT I  
performed ‘Clueless’, a murder comedy. The original story was 

written by ACTS Tutor, John Banks and first performed as a One 
Act Play in 2010. It was so much enjoyed by cast and audiences 
alike that John opened up the play and expanded it into a full 

length production. Based, very loosely, on the game Cluedo it had 
all the usual suspects plus a few other original characters. Both 

productions suffered from us having to move the play dates forward and this was evident as 
both plays performed better on their second nights. It may well have been because the 
Mayor of Trafford, Mr Dylan Butt came on those nights! 

 
Meanwhile, ACT II gave us something completely different!  

Original ideas come from strange places and this one came in a 
dream to one of our ACT II students. After telling her friends 
about it, Georgina Dalgliesh was encouraged to write it out as a 

play. Following rewrites and a rehearsal process that carried on 
 polishing the script, this play surprised and won over everyone, 

 even the people who were not quite sure what to expect. As one 
audience member was heard to say, “ That girl has some strange dreams!”  

The girls had already expressed the wish that they could do a play where they would have 
more important roles as previous plays had not included major women roles for all of them. 
This one did! Our congratulations to Georgina and a request from Geoff Reyner and John in 

that, if she writes any more plays, they are not set in woods or jungles! The 
back drop alone took us an hour to put up!  

 
Our thanks to Josh Edwards for rigging and checking the lights and the tech 
crew, provided by North Cestrian Grammar School of Harvey Bowcock, 

Henry Cowell and Finlay Woolfson. Finally, thanks to Alison Jurkowski who 
again organised our front of house. Thank you to everyone who helped in 

any way as we really cannot put these plays on without your support. 
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Please ensure that students bring their fees to the first 

meeting of the new term. I hate having to chase people. 
Thank you very much.  

Claire Roscoe - Treasurer 
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In February we were invited by Advertiser reporter, Helen Johnson to 

appear on her radio programme. This was primarily to promote our 
main productions this year. So ACT II students Hannah Dawson, 
Naaman Carr and Tutor John Banks travelled up to Swinton where the 

show was to be recorded. Once there we were allowed, as guests, to 
choose the music list for the programme and after doing a sound 

check, discovered that we were going to end up doing the whole show!  
As you know, we like our students to be able to improvise which helps 
build confidence. Hannah and Naaman rose to the occasion and not 

only were we able to promote the plays but also the school and talk 
about the different activities we have undertaken. 

Many thanks to Helen for inviting us and for the support that she gives us. Thank you again 
to Hannah and Naaman for doing such a good job on the day and for representing us. The 
link was put on our website and emailed to everyone and we hope you got the chance to 

hear the broadcast. 

Georgina with the Mayor 

ACT II 

ACT I 
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ACT I Summer term starts on Saturday the 26th April, 2014 and 

finishes on Saturday the 19th July, 2014. 
 
ACT II Summer term starts on Sunday the 27th April, 2014 and 

finishes on Sunday the 20th July, 2014. 
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It started with an idea, as most things do and turned into a promise 

that was finally kept many months later. We had always wanted to 
take ACT II on a theatre trip, our first thought being Buxton. To keep 

a long story short, the location was changed to London! Sadly, with 
dates changing all the time, it would have had to be on a Saturday, 
the worse day in the week for prices as you can imagine. So, no  

London and a hard re-think was required. New idea! We would go to 
two theatres instead to make up for the disappointment. In the end tutors, Valerie, Ashley 

and John treated themselves to a theatre tour at Buxton, as several ACT II members were 
not free that morning to go with them. This theatre is special as not only does it date back 
to 1903 but is one of the few theatres left in the country with a raked stage. Later, ACT II 

went by minibus (there’s a joke there but we are still trying to understand what it is about) 
to Oldham where they were treated to a meal in a very nice Italian restaurant before moving 

on to see a performance at the Oldham Coliseum of the ‘Accidental Death of an Anarchist’ by 
Dario Fo.  

This farce was performed with great  

energy and enthusiasm by an excellent 
cast! We think it is fair to say that, apart 

from the rain, one and all had a very  
enjoyable evening!  
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The One Act Festival season is here again and gives our actors the chance 

to visit other theatres and compete against other groups. As usual we are 
going to be entering 3 Play Festivals. However, two are new ones. Please 

note the following dates:  
A) NEW - Nantwich Players Drama Festival; Tues 3rd - Sat 7th June  
 

B) NEW - Chelford Drama Festival; Thurs 5th - Sat 7th June  
 

C) Wilmslow One Act Play Festival; Tues 10 - Sat 14th June.  
   
The local Hale Festival held in Altrincham has been cancelled this year. As for the Partington 

One Act Play Festival held in Glossop we have decided not to enter due to its late dates. As 
usual we will be applying to perform at the end of the week as we are well aware of school 

and people with exams. Saturday is always Awards night and could make it a VERY long 
evening. However, if we do play on a Saturday the students will be brought home early and 
tutors will remain for the presentations. We will let you have the final play night dates as 

soon as we have them. 
 

ACT I will this year perform a vampire comedy called ‘Garlic and Lavender’ written by Nick 
Warburton. ACT II will take on another thriller ‘ Sorry, Wrong Number’ by Lucille Fletcher 

which will be directed by one of their own, Adam Swinton. Adam will be assisted by tutor, 
Ashley Foster and both plays have proved to be good choices in the past. We hope everyone 
will enjoy taking part. 

Tutors,Valerie & Ashley  

ACT II dine out! 

Oldham not London! 
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The End Bit The End Bit The End Bit The End Bit     

For many students exam time is just around the corner. Here are some exam questions and 

the answers that might just help them get that extra mark for originality! 
 

Q1. What are fossil fuels used for? A. Powering dinosaurs. 
 

Q2. Write the longest sentence you can, using appropriate punctuation. A. 50 years to life. 

 
Q3. How do you identify athlete’s foot? A. It’s on the end of athlete’s leg. 

 
Q4. If a coastal arch collapses, what word would describe the remaining rock? A. Lonely. 

 

Q5. When Elizabeth I came to the throne, what was the first thing she did? A. Sit down. 
 

Q6. Why did the infamous 1605 Gunpowder Plot fail? A. Someone forgot to bring the 
matches. 

 

Q7. What is a thermal conductor? A. A man who leads an orchestra in long johns.  
 

Q8.How does your humerus differ from your fibula? A. One’s funny and the other lies a lot. 
 

GOOD LUCK TO ALL OUR STUDENTS. 

 
If you have anything amusing for ‘The End Bit’ do send it to us. 
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For more more information about A.C.T.S 

you can call Head Tutor Valerie Harris on 
0161 928 2277  or 
 

John Banks  
Mobile - 07792 307677 

 
Or you can email us at the following: 

info@acts4u.org.uk 
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As you know, the tutors do not get paid for all the work they do. 

It is not because of that but due to several other factors that a 
decision about them has been taken. It has always been felt that 

the Tutors should be easily identified when working with the  
students at plays, festivals or elsewhere. To be recognized when 
new prospective students visit the groups with their parents,  

recognised as running a great drama school and be able to    
publicise that fact. So the Committee this year decided that they 

could all have a Polo T-shirt and as an extra, a hoodie so they 

could look ‘cool’, be warm as well as be in fashion! What do you think? 

Website: www.actsdrama.wordpress.com 

If information is  

important or for a quick  
acknowledgement  

PLEASE PHONE  
us don’t email. 

Emails are only checked once 

a day. 
Thank you. 

A & V model the ‘Look’!! 


