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Last term was one of highs 

and lows but the tutors and 
I are very grateful for the 
help, much appreciative 

support and understanding 
we have had from our 

parents and students. 
 

On the minus side we had major problems 

with the Hall where ACT I meet. These have 
now been resolved in time for when we 

restart in Sept. More on that inside. We had 
also hoped to put on Props, Mime and 
Makeup Workshops. Sadly, we have been let 

down by some people so none of these took 
place. These and other activities are still in 

the pipeline and I hope will bear fruit next 
year. We never make promises we cannot 
keep unless sure we can deliver.  

Having said that, one activity which we have 

promised to do is a theatre visit with ACT II. 
This will take place sometime in Sept/Oct. 
 

Looking on the plus side of things, I was 
delighted to receive a call from an ex-student 

of ours, Louise Carson. Louise has been 
helping with ACT II all last term and I hope 
she will wish to carry on. We have also won 

seven awards. This is a lovely way to end the 
year and shows that all the hard work put in 

by tutors and students has been duly 
recognized. 
 

I hope you have all been enjoying your 
holidays and my tutors & myself look forward 

to seeing you all in Sept. 
 

Valerie Harris—Head Tutor 
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Grant ApplicationsGrant ApplicationsGrant ApplicationsGrant Applicationss 

As you are well aware all the terms fees go towards running the school and 

activities for the students. We have been fortunate in the past to have 
gained grants and sponsorship which has primarily been used to finance the 

productions  we put on. Last year, Trafford offered grant help to local groups 
and we were luck to be awarded some money. This year the same situation 
arose, another bid was put in, we were short listed but on the 

day of voting were unsuccessful. We would like to thank  
tutor, Peter Ning who has been very instrumental in putting 

our bids together.  
 
If you do know anyone who may wish to sponsor us or see 

anything that we could apply for please let Peter know.   

If you know of anyone who would like to 

join A.C.T.S, auditions will take place at 
10.30 Saturday morning the 7th Sept at 

the Unitarian Chapel School Room on  
Sylvan Grove, off Dunham Road,  
Altrincham. 

 
We would be grateful if prospective 

 members email us or call Valerie 
 beforehand so we know who to expect. 
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Could I ask parents to please ensure that the students bring their fees to the 

first meeting. It saves a lot of embarrassment on both sides if we have to chase 
these and helps me keep our books balanced and up to date. Many thanks.  

Claire Roscoe - Treasurer 

Fees ReminderFees ReminderFees ReminderFees Reminder    

This year’s One Act Play entry from ACT II was a play called 

‘Freydis & the Raiders’ and written by local playwright, Geoff 
Bamber. Geoff told us that  he became a primary school 

teacher because, at the time, he could not think of anything 
else to do and assumed that it would only be temporary  
employment until he found a proper job. After more years 

than he cares to remember, he realised that the proper job 
was not about to materialise so he gave up teaching anyway 

to concentrate on writing. He started devising plays for his 
pupils for no better reason than it looked good fun. When 
Geoff heard through his publisher that we were performing 

his play, he got in touch as he had never actually seen it  
performed. Unfortunately, he was not able to attend an actual performance but was able to 

visit us one Sat and see one of our last run through. One of our new members, Hannah had 
nothing to say in the play but Geoff was so impressed with the group that he went away and 
wrote a speech especially for her. He was delighted to hear how we got on and said that if 

we ever decide to perform another one of his plays, he would be happy to help if we wanted 
to make any changes. 
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This year ACT I performed ‘Freydis and the Raiders’ by Geoff Bamber while ACT II gave us 

‘Whodidit’ by Neil Harrison. Both the plays that were chosen  proved very challenging in 
different ways but both sections worked hard on their performances. The results can be seen 
below. Can we say a big thank you to all the parents who helped in any way but particularly 

with transport. A big thank you to Alison Jurkowski who drove the minibus which took ACT II 
up to Glossop. Overall we feel we have again impressed people with the talent that we have 

in our group and we hope that all the students enjoyed performing the plays.  
 
Their hard work produced the following results:  

 
At the Wilmslow Festival ACT II won the 'Best Youth Play'.  

 
At the Hale Festival ACT II swept the Youth category. They 
won the 'Best Youth Play', John Banks won 'Best Youth 

Director' and Naaman Carr won 'Best Youth Actor'. ACT I 
student, Alex Swinton won the David Olive Award for 'Most 

Promising Newcomer'.  
 
At the Partington Festival both ACT I and ACT II coped well, despite the very hot conditions.  

Eloise Regan won the Partington Theatre Trophy for the best youth actress. Alex Swinton 
was awarded a certificate for Best Supporting Youth actor. Certificates of Merit were given to 

Nick Dawson, Luke Holland & Charlotte Conway for their roles as the ‘Vikings’.  
Both Adam Swinton & Naaman Carr were nominated for Best Youth Actor.  
Charlotte Reyner & Georgina Dalgliesh were both nominated for Best Supporting Actress. 

Finally, Ben Hughes was nominated for Best Supporting Actor. 
 

Finally, special thanks to Zoe Cohen for making shorts for ACT II Student, Ben Hughes. And 
to John for giving up his trousers so Zoe could make those shorts for Ben!  

Tutor Peter Ning with Alex Swinton 

Geoff meets ACT I  
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It is well known in theatre circles that you never wish 

anyone ‘Good Luck’. You instead say, ‘Break a Leg’. 
However, having said that, you pray that they don’t actually do! To be on 

the safe side ,we recently sent off tutor, John Banks to renew his nursing 
skills. When he used to be with the Scouts, John undertook a full two day 
course run by the St John’s Ambulance. This covered everything from cuts 

to delivering babies! Luckily, he has never been called upon to tackle the 
latter as all he can remember about that part is the bit about lots of hot water and towels!!  

Seriously though, John has recently completed a ‘First Aid in the Workplace’ course which 
covers all the basics including CPR and is valid for three years. We have since discovered 
that several of ACT I are familiar with the recovery position so rest assured that if called 

upon, John will have plenty of help from them! 

Half way through last term we received a call from the church 

secretary informing us that the Hall where ACT I normally meet 
required some building repairs. The Hall would be out of use for 
a couple of weeks. Upon closer inspection by the builders, the 

job became a major project and we had to find an alternative 
venue for our meetings. The church offered us the small school 

room building but on a couple of occasions this had already been pre-booked. So for those 
weeks, Valerie Harris threw open her home to ACT I (she likes to live dangerously!). In 
Return, her comfy, plush sofas were given the thumbs up by the students. Valerie had 

alerted the neighbours, including the policeman who lives in her 
road. This was a good thing, as on one occasion, while learning 

about wigs and moustaches we let ACT I outside and realised 
that we had produced a very ‘dodgy bunch of geezers! (See 
photo on right)  

 
Our thanks to all ACT I parents who transported their children to 

Val’s and for their understanding of the situation. 
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ACT I Winter term starts on Saturday the 14th September, 2013 

and finishes on Saturday the 14th December, 2013. 
 
ACT II Winter term starts on Sunday the 15th September, 2013 

and finishes on Sunday the 15th December, 2013. 
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Break a Leg!Break a Leg!Break a Leg!Break a Leg!    

For more information you can call 

Head Tutor Valerie Harris  
0161 928 2277  or 

John Banks  

Mobile - 07792 307677 
 

Or you can email us at the following 
 
info@acts4u.org.uk 

Contacts Contacts Contacts Contacts     

It is always useful to know well in 

 advance if there is any problem 
 regarding a student or if you have any 

queries about anything. All students 
should have one of the following  

numbers in their phones. 

Would you buy a car off this lot? 

As is now traditional ACT II will meet at Valerie 

Harris’ house for their informal get together on 
Sunday the 8th September. 

Val’s Place 
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If you have anything amusing for ‘The End Bit’ do send it to us. 

 
A Tutor’s life is not always a happy one! Sometimes, you just have to bow your head, say a 

prayer and weather the storm. However we do believe in the following and wish to share it 
with you! 
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Our thanks to Jonathan Swinton who has been working hard on  

putting together our website. Thank you also for all your feedback 
and comments. So do have a look at our website at the following 

 address http://actsdrama.wordpress.com. Let us know what you 
think so we can update and keep it fresh! Spread the word as well as 
its all good PR for ourselves and for members new and old. 
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Radio A.C.T.SRadio A.C.T.SRadio A.C.T.SRadio A.C.T.S    

Juanita Yau Producer and presenter for Chinatown, BBC Radio Manchester 95.1 FM, got in 

touch with us recently and invited ACTS Tutor and co-founder Peter Ning to come on her 
programme and talk about the group. All this is good publicity for us and we hope to get 

something about ACTS on a local radio station to publicise our main production next year. All 
being well, we will get some of our students involved. So watch this space. If you know of 
any other avenues we can use or approach to keep ACTS in the public eye, then do let us 

know.  


