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Actually 4 words - „One Act 

Play Festivals‟. I know it 
sounds clichéd but it really 
is about taking part, 

gaining experience, 
showing off your talent and 

most of all, everyone 
learning to work as a team. Even more so 
when you are performing in different venues 

with different set-ups.  
 

Without taking anything away from them, all 
our winners could not have won without their 
on-stage and back-stage support. I am 

delighted that after an incredible awards haul 
last year, we finished with 5 awards this time 

around. We did have a very difficult and busy 
end to our year but these awards are a bonus 
and a lovely way to show that we must be 

doing something right!. I do wish to thank all 

our parents and supporters and in particular, 
Adam Swinton who did so much in assisting 
Peter with both of our entries. 

 
What will this next year bring? Our aim? To 

continue to improve. I have always believed 
that in whatever you do you only get out as 
much as you put in and we will attempt to 

continue to do just that! 
 

We are hoping to welcome a new helper, 
Ashley Foster this term. To have another lady 
available will be a long cherished wish for us. 

Fingers crossed and I know that everyone will 
make her welcome. 

 
Valerie Harris—Head Tutor 

A Word From Me  

News 

 A.C.T.S have had another successful 

One Act Play season. We collected 5 
awards out of the three Festivals we 
entered. One student, Naaman Carr 

did the double, winning Best Youth 
Actor at two of the Festivals for his 

role in a new play called “The 
Worker” which was directed by fellow 
student, Jack Simmons. Another 

award was won by the director and cast of this play while students from 
ACT I were also award winners, student Ben Hughes for his role as „Dad‟ 

in “ Ernie‟s Incredible Illucinations‟ and Annabel Lu who won a best 
supporting actress award for her role of „Auntie May‟ in the same play. 
 

We also received several nominations at the Hale One Act Festival. 
Annabel Lu and Ben Hughes were nominated for the David Olive Award 

for most promising best actor. Valerie Harris 
and Jack Simmons were nominated for Best 
Director‟s in both the junior and youth 

sections while ACT I‟s play „Ernie‟s Incredible 
Illucinations‟ was nominated for Best Junior 

Play. Well done to everyone and thank you for 
all your hard work. 

A L T R I N C H A M  C R E A T I V E  
 T H E A T R E  S C H O O L  
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We have been asked before what are „blacks‟? „Blacks‟ are not just the curtains 

at the back of a stage but also refer to drama work clothes. Some drama 
schools have their students working in black clothing. Dressed the same they 
have no particular outstanding feature like a brightly designed T-shirt and 

therefore have to show their own characters through performance alone. 
Blacks are very often wore by back stage staff so that they are do not distract 

audiences. One could call it an unofficial sort of uniform. We use blacks as sometimes part of 
a costume, like for the animals in „Toad of Toad Hall‟ but more often than not as a kind of 
neutral underwear over which the actors and actresses wear their costumes.  

 
Therefore it would be nice if all students do have blacks i.e.: a top and trousers for when 

they do their main productions and then the One Act Play Festivals. 
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All Blacks 

A L T R I N C H A M  C R E A T I V E  T H E A T R E  S C H O O L  

Sunday afternoon the 17th June saw four members of ACT II up for trial! Before you all 

worry it was all in a good cause as they dressed up and appeared at the Court Assizes for 
the Altrincham Court Leet. This took place in the courtyard at Durham Massey where a fair 

sized audience watched as our members were judged for crimes committed such as stealing 
sheets, pick pocketing, and having a house with too many women in it! Our thanks to our 
students, Georgina Dalgliesh, Hannah Dawson, Adam Swinton and Namaan Carr for agreeing 

to take part. Naaman in particular had a rough time of it when 
he was sentenced to the pillory. In theory he was to have had a 

few token wet sponges thrown at him. However a ‟rent a mob‟ 
group of children appeared and pelted him for several minutes 
so that when he was finally released he was soaking wet. An  

afternoon tea at the Durham Massey Village Hall afterwards 
helped in some way to make up for this unfortunate incident.    

Court Leet 

Committee Positions 

We have a small committee that only meets three times a 

year, once a term. But these meetings are important and so 
are the decisions made. We are not the sort of Committee that 

talks for hours and keeps putting decisions off. Feedback from 
you is important, is discussed, for your involvement is very important to us in the running of 
A.C.T.S. We are lucky in having great support from parents and it is very much  

appreciated but we still do need a core group to help us rubber stamp future plans and  
possible projects as well. We are always open to your suggestions and ideas so please do let 

us hear from you either by phone, letter or email. (Check article below about the latter) 
 
If there is any parent who feel that they would like to join the Committee and help us make 

A.C.T.S even more effective then please get in contact with one of the tutors.  

Emails...emails 

This newsletter is being sent to you by email and also later as a hard copy. The reason being 

that we have discovered that some students and parents have not been receiving it and the 
important information it contains. We use Email as our main source of communication but 

have discovered that some people are not always getting them. Upon investigation it seems, 
for some reason, that the email gets sent straight into their spam folder. This has also 
 happened a couple of times to Tutors as well. Therefore may we respectfully ask that you 

check this folder regularly as it may just contain an important mail from us with dates and 
times on it that you need to know about. The last one sent gave you all the essential dates 

about next years productions. 
Thank you.  

The Accursed!! 
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As announced in our last newsletter we have had to sadly increase 

the school fees to £40.00 per term. However we can guarantee that 
every penny goes to towards the school for the students benefit and 
none is used for anything else, unlike sadly other drama schools. The 

tutors wages remain the same as always at £0.00.! 
 

Please, could you help us by ensuring that the fees for the winter 
term be paid before the first meeting. It keeps our Treasurer smiling. Thank you. 

Term Fees 
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Dates for Diaries  
ACT I Winter term starts on Saturday the 8th September 2012 

and finishes on Saturday the 15th December 2012. 
 
ACT II Winter term starts on Sunday the 9th April 2012 and  

finishes on Sunday the 16th December 2012. 

A L T R I N C H A M  C R E A T I V E  T H E A T R E  S C H O O L  

As we have written before the tutors also like to keep their own skills up to 

date whenever possible. After appearing in the Wilmslow Guild Players  
production of „Arms and the Man‟ our Head Tutor, Valerie Harris has been 

asked by that society to direct their first play of the season entitled „Heroes‟. 
The play, under its original title „Le Vent des Peupliers’, was first produced in 
Paris in 2002 and became an enormous success. It was translated by Tom 

Stoppard and premiered to great acclaim in London with John Hurt, Richard 
Griffiths and Ken Stott. It was so successful it won the Laurence Oliver Award 

for Comedy. „Heroes’ is set in 1959. Gustave, Philippe and Henri are residents 
of a French Military Hospital. Each of them has his little cross to bear. During the time we 
spend with them, we come to know them, to understand their strengths and weaknesses, to 

appreciate their understated friendship and caring for one another.  
 

As it happens fellow tutor, John Banks who also appeared on stage with Valerie in „Arms and 
the Man‟ has gained a role in this play so he will be put through his paces by his A.C.T.S. 
„Boss‟! 

Heroes 

Auditions for A.C.T.S will take place on Saturday the 8th September at ACT I‟s meeting place 

the Unitarian Chapel School Room on Sylvan Grove, off Dunham Road, Altrincham, WA14 
4NX . If you know of any one who is interested in joining then please get them to give Valerie  

Harris a call on 0161 928 2277. All prospective students must be accompanied by a parent.  

We have now decided on A.C.T.S main productions for next year. 

ACT I will be performing „Alice in Wonderland’ adapted by John F. Banks. 
The Dress Rehearsal for this will be on Saturday the 9th March. 

ACT I Performance dates will be Tuesday the 12th & Wednesday the 13th 
March. 

ACT II will be performing „Holmes and the Ripper’ by Brian Clemens. 

Their Dress Rehearsal is on Monday evening the 11th March (due to Mothering 
Sunday again).  

ACT II Performance dates will be Thursday the 14th & Friday the 15th March. 

Main Productions 2013 
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For more information you can call 

Head Tutor Valerie Harris  
0161 928 2277 
 

 
John Banks  

Mobile - 07792 307677 
 
Or you can email us at the following 

 
info@acts4u.org.uk 

Contacts  

The End Bit  

 

12 WAYS TO MAINTAIN A HEALTHY LEVEL OF SANITY 
 

1. At Lunch Time, Sit In Your Parked Car With Sunglasses on and Point A Hair Dryer At  
Passing Cars. See If They Slow Down. 
 

2. Every Time Someone Asks You To Do Something, Ask If They Want Fries with That. 
 

3. Put Decaf In The Coffee Maker For 3 Weeks. Once Everyone Has Gotten Over Their  
Caffeine Addictions, Switch To Espresso. 
 

4. Finish All Your Sentences With "In Accordance With The Prophecy." 
 

5. Don't Use Any Punctuation 
 
6. As Often As Possible, Skip Rather Than Walk. 

 
7. Specify That Your Drive-through Order Is "To Go." 

 
8. Sing Along At The Opera. 

 
9. Go To A Poetry Recital And Ask Why The Poems Don't Rhyme 
 

10. Five Days In Advance, Tell Your Friends You Can't Attend Their Party Because You're Not 
In The Mood. 

 
11. When Leaving The Zoo, Start Running Towards The Parking Lot, Yelling "Run For Your 
Lives, They're Loose!!" 

 
12. Tell Your Children Over Dinner. "Due To The Economy, We Are Going To Have To Let 

One Of You Go." 
 

If you have anything amusing for ‘The End Bit’ do send it to us. 
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