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St Francis of Assisi once 

said “Start by doing what‟s 
necessary, then do what‟s 
possible, and suddenly you 

are doing the impossible” . 
Well we started!  

 
Last year was a roller coaster of a ride and 
more than fulfilled many of our hopes in 

establishing our own drama school. We were 
well aware that we had set ourselves a high 

bar. This year we have had to build on those 
solid stones that have been laid down. 
 

We are already rehearsing our next two 
major productions, more about those in the 

newsletter, and help will be needed so if you 
can help in any way please give me a call. 
 

Our productions are more ambitious this year 

especially ACT II‟s. We still hope that we can 
attract some sponsors and if you know of any 
people or places we could approach then 

again, please get in touch. All that we do is 
done towards making ACTS more attractive 

and interesting for our students. 
 
Some of you may not be aware but we do 

have a Facebook page and one of our 
students is also putting a website together for 

us. We hope this will soon be ready to visit. 
 
Finally may I take this opportunity on behalf 

of John, Peter and myself to wish you all a 
very peaceful Merry Christmas and a very 

Happy New Year. 
Valerie Harris—Head Tutor 

A Word From Me  

News 

On the 17th September ACTS 

celebrated its first birthday. With 
two sections full, a waiting list and  
8 awards to our name, our first 

year turned out to be a busy but 
very successful one. We were 

delighted to get press coverage 
and would like to thank both the 
Unitarian Church and North 

Cestrian Grammar School for the 
support they have given not 

forgetting, of course, our students‟ parents. Head Tutor, Valerie Harris 
made a lovely chocolate cake to mark the occasion and this was 

demolished  by students, parents and supporters on the day! 
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Inside this issue: 

There will be just time for a quick breather after performing our main  

productions before we will go straight back into rehearsals, this time for 
our one act plays. Again we will be aiming to enter a play from each 

 section to compete in three One Act Festivals. These festivals will be held 
at Wilmslow (end of May), Altrincham (mid-June) and Glossop (start of 
July). Help will be needed with transport and we will certainly aim to  

impress adjudicators again! 

One Act Plays 
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We have started rehearsing both our main productions. Please note the dates!  

 
ACT I will be performing „Treasure Island‟ on 20th -21st March 2012. 
ACT II will perform „Oh What A Lovely War‟ on 22nd-23rd March 2012.  

 
Tech and Dress Rehearsals for both of these will take place 

the weekend before. 
 
 NOTE: It has been drawn to our attention that it is Mothering Sunday on the 

19th March. We therefore may have to change ACT II‟s Tech/Dress Rehearsal to 
either the Sunday evening or the Monday evening. As our lighting and sound 

people will be linked to the school we have to also see when they are available. 
Please note that this play is very technical and it is very important that all the 
cast be available for these very important rehearsals. We only have one go at it and  

therefore have to get it right as there will be no time for further rehearsals before the first 
night. We will let you know as soon as we can confirm details but please bear with us on 

this! 
 
Front of house people will be needed so if any parents can help please give us a call. 

 
We are already on the lookout for suitable props for both productions and if anyone has 

these items or knows where we can borrow them please contact us. We don‟t want to hire 
things if we don‟t need to. We are looking for the following; a large Pirate flag and a medium 
sided Union Jack Flag, some wooden barrels plus a large one (Plastic or wood, big enough 

for a student to hide in), any wooden or plastic swords and guns/rifles, a wooden crutch, 
long wooden brush handles (12 are needed), a ships wheel, lengths of thick hemp rope. Also 

air rifles, butterfly nets, a skull, a pocket watch, an old style compass, a hemp sack (like an 
old potato sack), wooden cups or tankards, old style phones. Finally WW1 British & German 

helmets and uniform jackets‟. 
 
Compared to last year‟s production ACT I‟s has only 3 sets, The Inn, The Ship & The Island. 

We are therefore also looking for camouflage netting, palm trees and light packing cases. If 
anyone has any ideas for set dressing themselves please, let us hear them! We are always 

open to any suggestions to ways we can improve our sets. 

Despite everything going up, the Committee have decided to keep the fees for 

this year at £35.00 per term. So far, we have already had to pay upfront over 
£600 and this has just been for scripts and the royalties for our two main  
productions. Therefore, could fees please be paid before the first meeting of each 

term. Our Treasurer is doing an excellent job of keeping us in the black so in turn, 
this would help her in this task! Thank you. 

The tutors feel it is important, whenever possible, to keep their own skills up to date and  

refreshed. Last year Head Tutor, Valerie Harris was invited to perform in a play by The Sale 
Nomads. This year we have a double! Both Valerie and John Banks have been offered parts 
in the Wilmslow Guild Players March production of George Bernard Shaw‟s play „Arms and 

the Man‟. This will be performed the week after ACTS own productions. So from now on both 
these tutors will be wearing two hats, an actors one as well as their director‟s one! It‟s going 

to be a busy few months for them! 
 
Meanwhile Peter Ning, our stand in actor/actress at rehearsals and production stage  

manager isn't putting his feet up as he is busy working out the settings for „Treasure Island‟. 

Term Fees 
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Main Productions 2012 
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Tutor Acting Double 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://guy.com/a/wp-content/uploads/2011/04/trea.jpg&imgrefurl=http://guy.com/2011/05/17/dont-skip-this-treasure-island/&usg=__HCcA4AQr52k5nGW9S0ilkxA7xWs=&h=599&w=432&sz=63&hl=en&start=5&zoom=1&tbnid=DIy33xpB5hZGBM:
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.eshparishcouncil.gov.uk/Wardead/fosterww1.JPG&imgrefurl=http://www.eshparishcouncil.gov.uk/Wardead/wardead.html&usg=__1Im8H7vQlT2ZmDle0ld4-fK6P94=&h=383&w=290&sz=31&hl=en&start=7&zoom=1&tbnid=P0La551yebMAZ
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We are always happy to welcome new people and this year saw several 

students bring their exchange students, from France and Germany, to 
our classes. You may not be aware of the fact that we have had one 

young lady spend a whole term with ACT II. Her name is Chiara 

Mancino and she normally lives and studies in Turin, Italy.  

Chiara said “I have thoroughly enjoyed my ACT II sessions because I 

enjoy mixing with people of my age group and I have found everybody very friendly, excited 
about acting  and fun to be with. I think that Val & John are excellent leaders and fire the 
members with their enthusiasm and dedication. I love participating in the games and picking 

up acting and speech tips, and the sessions have certainly improved my English delivery and 
understanding. At ACT II, I feel more relaxed when reading aloud and this has helped my 

confidence. I will miss ACT II and I wish I could have taken part in "Oh What A Lovely War". 

Needless to say, I wish you every success with the production and, "Felice Natale e Buon “. 

This term has been a little special for ACT II as we managed to 

organize two special events. The first was a visit to the Altrincham 
Garrick‟s Costume Department and we are very grateful to the 

Head of Wardrobe there, Mike Shaw who shown us around. Mike 
and his helpers work on several plays at a time and the detail in 
the costumes was amazing. He even takes a spare suitcase with 

him when he goes away on holiday so he can bring back any  
colorful materials that catch his eye! While we were there we 

were also allowed to sit in on part of a rehearsal for their recent production of „The 39 Steps‟. 
Our grateful thanks goes to Mike who took time from overseeing the final costume  
requirements for that play to talk to us. 

 
Our second „special‟ was a Stage Fight Workshop run by Renny Krupinski. Renny is one of the 

foremost fight arrangers and action coordinators working in the 
UK today. He‟s worked as a stunt coordinator with many major 
companies throughout Britain, Europe and in America, as well as 

with some of the world‟s top directors and actors, including the 
RSC; The Royal Exchange, Manchester; Shakespeare‟s Globe,  

Opera North and Northern Ballet Theatre. He has also worked on 
many film and TV productions. After a brief introduction and warm 

up, Renny took the students through some basic moves which  
included ear twisting and hair pulling, moving on to other moves such as face slapping, head 
butting and finished off with showing the students how to strangle someone and to breaking 

their neck! The screams, shouts and grimaces witnessed were enough to curdle anyone‟s blood 
but we are pleased to say everyone was still in one piece at the end of the session. We would 

like to take this opportunity to thank Renny for a very interesting time and hope that we can 
arrange another session where we can progress further. 
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Dates for Diaries  

ACT I Spring term starts on Saturday the 7th January 2012 and 

finishes on Saturday the 24th March 2012. 
Summer term commences on the 7th April 2012. 
 

ACT II Spring term starts on Sunday the 8th January 2012 and  
finishes on Sunday the 25th March 2012. 

Summer term commences on the 8th April 2012. 
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International ACTS 

ACT II 
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For more information you can call 

Head Tutor Valerie Harris  
0161 928 2277 

 

 
John Banks - 0161 486 1843 

Mobile - 07792 307677 
 
Or you can email us at the following 

 
info@acts4u.org.uk 

Contacts  

The End Bit  

Students come out with some amazing original answers to questions. Here are a few true 

ones from students in class. Could you be this innocent and funny? Enjoy, but remember 
these have already been used! 
 

TEACHER: Maria, go to the map and find North America.  
MARIA:Here it is.  

TEACHER:Correct. Now class, who discovered America?  
CLASS:Maria.  

 
TEACHER: John, why are you doing your math multiplication on the floor?  

JOHN: You told me to do it without using tables.  

 
TEACHER:Glen, why do you always get so dirty?  

GLEN:Well, I'm a lot closer to the ground than you are, Miss. 
 

TEACHER:George Washington not only chopped down his father's cherry tree, but also 

 admitted it.  Now, Louis, do you know why his father didn't punish him?  
LOUIS:Because George still had the axe in his hand. 

 
TEACHER:Now, Simon, tell me frankly, do you say prayers before eating?  

SIMON:No sir, I don't have to, my Mum is a good cook.  

 
If you have anything amusing for ‘The End Bit’ do send it to us. 
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A.C.T.SA.C.T.S

In the last newsletter we wrote about looking to get a third tutor for ACT II. Unfortunately, this 

is still ongoing at present. If you know of anyone who may be interested we would love to hear 
from them. In the meantime we are praying that both Val and John stay very healthy all year!  

 
We have, however, been fortunate in securing the services of Doreen Albin who has been 
helping us this last term with ACT I. Sadly, she will be moving to Buxton sometime next year 

but we would very much like to thank her for all her help to date. She has fitted in very well 
and we hope we can keep her for as long as possible! 

Still Looking 


