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I hope you have all had a 

good festive break. 
However for us 2013 starts 
with a mix of good and bad 

news. 
 

First, the bad news. As I 
write this our other founder member and 
tutor, Peter Ning is undergoing open heart 

surgery and having a triple by-pass. Peter 
was rushed into hospital just before 

Christmas having suffered a mild heart 
attack. John and myself have visited him in 
hospital and hope to see him in the next 

couple of days when he will be out of 
intensive care.  

 
I am sure you all join me in wishing him a 
speedy recovery although it will be at least 

three months before he will be fully active. He 

does hope to be able to attend the main ACTS 
productions although will be unable to be an 
active participant. Peter was working with 

John on ACT I’s production as well as stage 
managing both plays which he will not now be 

able to do. Any help offered will therefore will 
be gratefully received.  
 

Now the good news. As I mentioned in the 
last newsletter, we were hoping to gain a new 

helper and I am pleased to say we have! 
Ashley joined us in September and I am 
delighted that she has chosen us. She is fully 

CRB checked, has fitted in very well and it 
feels as she has been with us forever!  

See the article below for more details.   
 

Valerie Harris—Head Tutor 

A Word From Me A Word From Me A Word From Me A Word From Me     

NewsNewsNewsNews    

 A.C.T.S is delighted to welcome a 

new tutor to their group. After 
looking at several other theatre 
schools, Ashley Foster got in touch 

with Head Tutor, Valerie Harris to 
offer her services. Ashley, a recent 

graduate with a 2:1 degree in Drama 
and English, has led drama 
workshops as well as directing, 

performing in, and set designing several different productions. She also 
undertook work experience placements at both primary schools and a 

secondary school where she took responsibility for leading drama 
lessons. She went on to assist with the directing and costuming of 
Altrincham Girls Grammar School’s Year 10 performance of ‘Peter Pan’ 

Looking for a more permanent position, she decided to approach us 
hoping to gain more teaching experience and extend her work with 

young people. She is now working with ACT II, the theatre school’s 
youth section and enjoying the experience immensely. She said “I found 
a really warm and happy atmosphere at ACTS. Everyone has been so 

welcoming and friendly that I really feel at home”. Ashley is now 
working closely with Valerie on directing ACT II’s main production. She 

is also involved in ACT I’s production of ’Alice in Wonderland’ where she 
is doing a little bit of acting taking on the role of  the ‘Narrator’. 
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Just a reminder that fees are £40.00 per term. These are always payable at the first meeting 

of each term which makes the Treasurer happy and her administration a lot 
easier.  
 

We are always on the look out to improve our funds in any way we can via 
grants or donations, so if anyone does see or hear about any of these, please 

let us know so we can follow up those leads. All the monies go to  
improving the number of activities we can organise for our students as well as  
the running of the school’s normal programme and the production costs of  

putting on both main and one act play’s. 

FundsFundsFundsFunds    
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We are hoping, as we try and do every year, to have 

one or two special activities for all the students.  
 

This year we would like, if possible, to take 
(separately) both ACT I and ACT II to the theatre to 
see a professional play. We are aware that some of 

them do go and see plays but not all and it’s a very 
good learning experience plus more fun as a group! 

There are plans also in the works for a Make Up and Mime session for ACT I and a more  
advanced Make Up session for ACT II. We at present just waiting and trying to get all the 

necessary bits together for that.  

 
The last Accent Workshop was so good and so much fun that we will attempt to get 

 Samantha to come and do another one for ACT II. Which accent will it be this time? 
  

If anyone would like to run a workshop for either group on a subject that is linked to theatre 

studies then please do get in touch. Don’t be shy as the tutors can help you put it together if 
you have an idea but not quite sure how to proceed with it. We are very aware that we are a 

small school, so far as facilities are concerned. However, as regards the tutors, they are 
keen to provide as much as is realistically possible for our students. 

Future ActivitiesFuture ActivitiesFuture ActivitiesFuture Activities    
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Towards the end of last term  Head Tutor, Valerie Harris was informed that the 

boiler had broken down at ACT I’s venue, the Unitarian Chapel School Room. 
She was told that temporary heating would be provided but after a very cold  
meeting which proved that it was inadequate, the tutors decided that no further 

meetings could be conducted there until the problem was resolved. Unfortunately, ACT II’s venue 
was suffering with a water leak which was being investigated on Saturday mornings so, although 
ACT II were okay to meet on Sunday, ACT I could not!  So, for a couple of weeks, meetings were 
held at Val’s house where, amongst doing other things, the students all gathered around Val’s grand 
piano to practice songs for ‘Alice in Wonderland’. Although less space, it was warmer and it was a 
far better environment which was very important for the well-being of our students. One young man, 
in particular, would have been quite happy if we had continued to meet there as he found Val’s sofa 
extremely comfortable! We were able to meet one week at North Cestrian Grammar School which 
proved very useful as this is where they will be performing their main production. New heaters 
were being installed at the hall and so all should be well for our return. 
 
May we just take this opportunity to thank all the parents for their understanding and support 
 during that difficult time. 
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ACT I Spring term finishes on Saturday the 23rd March 2013. 

 
ACT II Spring term finishes on Sunday the 24th March 2013. 
Please be aware we will not be having a half term break due to the  

advanced date of our productions. 
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We know we have not even performed the main productions and yet we are already talking 

to you about the One Act Play Festivals! The students know that we hate leaving things to 
the last minute but instead, like to be well prepared. Preparation is always 90% of the work 

and essential if you wish to do well. We are again aiming to enter three festivals, Wilmslow, 
Hale and Glossop. This time the Wilmslow Festival will be held in June not May which gives 
us a little more time. Please could you note these Festival dates: 

Wilmslow One Act Play Festival—10th June-15th June  
Hale One Act Play Festival —17th June-22nd June  

Partington (Glossop) One Act Play Festival — 8th July–13th July  

As announced, ACT I will be performing ‘Alice in Wonderland’ a version which has 

been adapted by Valerie Harris & John F. Banks and will be directed by John Banks. 
A reminder of the dates are as follows: 

The Dress Rehearsal for this will be on Saturday the 9th March. ACT I Performance 
dates will be Tuesday the 12th & Wednesday the 13th March. 
 

Meanwhile, ACT II will be performing ‘Holmes and the Ripper’ which was written by Brian 
Clemens, the man behind the well known TV series ‘The Avengers’ which some parents may 

remember! Brian, who is a personal friend of Valerie and John, is delighted we are doing his 
play and has very kindly waived his writer’s fee. Although a very busy man, he has also 
 informed us that, if he is free, he would like to travel up to attend one of the performances.  

ACT II’s Dress Rehearsal is on Monday evening the 11th March (due to Mothering Sunday 
again). ACT II Performance dates will be Thursday the 14th & Friday the 15th March. 

 
Sadly, as reported at the start of this newsletter, we have temporary lost Peter’s active 
involvement so help will be needed. As always, people will be required for front of house 

duties on all 4 performance nights. John has taken on board Peter’s workload and some of 
the students from ACT II will be helping Val sort out costumes for both productions. 

The ACT II students have also been working on their own production process. We 
always aim to produce excellent and enjoyable productions and I hope that you will 

help us promote and sell tickets for these plays so that both groups get good  
audiences.  

Main Productions 2013Main Productions 2013Main Productions 2013Main Productions 2013    

One Act Plays 2013 One Act Plays 2013 One Act Plays 2013 One Act Plays 2013 

Contacts Contacts Contacts Contacts     For more information you can call 

Head Tutor, Valerie Harris  
0161 928 2277 
 

Tutor John Banks  
Mobile - 07792 307677 

 
Or you can email us at the following 
 

info@acts4u.org.uk 

It is always useful to know well in 

 advance if there is any problem 
 regarding a student or if you have any 

queries about anything. All students 
should have one of the following  

numbers in their phones and these 

 contacts are valid for anyone who 
 requires more information about ACTS.  

Facebook is not for important messages.   
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Let me think about That? 

 
Militant feminists, I take my hat off to them. They don’t like that. 

 
I needed a password eight characters long, so I picked Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs. 
 

I went to a restaurant that serves breakfast at any time. So I ordered French Toast during 
the Renaissance. (You may have to think about this one!) 

 
The worst time to have a heart attack is during a game of Charades. 
 

I was watching the London marathon and saw one runner dressed as a chicken and another 
as an egg. I thought this could be interesting. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

My thanks also for the above picture  

sent to me by one of our ACT II students, Georgina Daligish.  
 

If you have anything amusing for ‘The End Bit’ do send it to us. 
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PropsPropsPropsProps    
Although we do hire props, we try to borrow them whenever we can and this 

year is no exception. For ‘Alice in Wonderland’ we hope to find some tall, potted 
rose bushes, a very large pocket watch for the Mad Hatter, a long cigarette 

holder, hockey sticks, a toy pig (soft toy ideal) a large pepper mill, and for the 
set, large potted flowers/bushes/plants. For the production of ‘Holmes & the Rip-
per’ we are trying to source sword sticks, pocket watches, a ‘Sherlock Holmes’ 

type pipe, a police truncheon, a Victorian type lantern, an old copy of the Times newspaper 
and some artists easels. If you can help or have any such items, please get in touch before 

heading for the rubbish bin or the tip!  
 
We are always on the look out for unusual props and items of clothing. Our main problem is 

storage as Val's shed and loft is now getting pretty full. However let us know. 


