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Just before Christmas, one 

of our students said, “It’s 
not what's under the tree 
but who is around it” and 

that profound thought is 
very valid in other ways. 

2014 sees us in our 4th 
year now! A.C.T.S is our 

tree and my tutors and I are very grateful for 

the help and support we have had from our 
parents, students and supporters who 

surround it and help make it grow! 
 
We are constantly looking to improve our 

image. You may have noticed, since the last 
newsletter, that I am now in colour! We have 

achieved a lot and intend to carry on 
improving what we can offer. The rewards 
have been many and have made all the hard 

work that is put in so worth while. 

Later in the newsletter, you can read about 
the main productions we will be presenting. 
Having had one of our students direct in the 

past, it is very exciting this year to present an 
original play by another of our students, 

Georgina Dalgliesh. Once again ACT II 
students will be helping with pre-production 
which is just as important as treading the 

boards. Preparation is 90% of the work in all 
we do! 

 
I hope you have all enjoyed your festive 
break which seems to have flown by! We look 

forward to an interesting and busy term but 
one which will be enjoyed by tutors and 

students alike. Best wishes to one and all. 
 

Valerie Harris—Head Tutor 
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A.C.T.S is maintained and run on students fees, donations and grants.  

Tutor, Peter Ning does a great job keeping his eyes open and dealing with 
the latter when they appear. All the money, without exception, goes into 

the drama school and enables us to cover all our running costs, produce 2 
main productions each year and enter plays into One Act Play Festivals. 
We have also been able to attract professional people to run interesting 

workshops for our students.  
 

All this has been achieved by making excellent contacts, having good 
Press coverage, a public Facebook page and now our own website (We 
draw the line at a Twitter account). Tutor, Peter Ning did an interview 

about us on the radio (See last newsletter) and we are looking at  
expanding our PR in that area. Maybe, one day, we could be on TV? Who 

knows! But lets not go overboard. Everything has been done by steady 
hard work and we intend to carry on that way. 
 

Our aim is to keep A.C.T.S very much in the public eye. Therefore, if you 
have any ideas how we can improve this, then 

do let us know. The reason is simple. It helps us 
attract new students, bigger audiences for our 

productions and more supporters, all of which 
will benefit our students. 
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We do use email to pass on information to you. However, we only check the emails once a 

day. Therefore, bearing this is mind, could we ask our students and parents that, if there is 
anything important you wish to communicate to us e g: you are unable for some reason to 

attend a meeting, could you please RING Valerie. If she is not in, there is an answering  
machine that is regularly checked. You can also text John, which some people have done in 
the past.  

 
Unfortunately, there have been several occasions when we have received messages, after 

the event, so to speak. We care very much about our students so, when someone does not 
arrive at a session and we don’t know why, we do worry about them! We realise some 
things do happen at the very last minute like illness but a phone call is far 

better than any other form of messaging.  
  

The reason for this appeal is that we did have an occasion last year when 
5 people did not appear with no pre-warning. John spends weeks  
planning the programme and it very difficult to run a planned session 

when so many are missing. It is also very unfair to the other students if 
we have to cancel what was planned.  

So, please note the contact numbers that are in this newsletter. Every  
student should have at least one of them and, if there is a problem, let us 

know as soon as you can as it is a great help to all the tutors.  
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2014 Main Productions2014 Main Productions2014 Main Productions2014 Main Productions    

This year the main productions will be slightly different in that we have 

two original self written plays from members of A.C.T.S. 
 
ACT I will be performing ‘Clueless’ which is being directed by its author, 

John Banks with help from Peter Ning. John had already written this 
murder spoof based on the game ‘Cluedo’ as a one act play and it was 

produced as such in June, 2010 at the Club Theatre. The students had 
so much fun performing it that John has now expanded it into a full 
length production. The premise is simple. A murder has been committed 

in a large country manor. All the usual suspects are present but who 
actually did it? The only difference here is that there’s a twist at the end of this tale!  

 
ACT I’ s Dress Rehearsal will be on Sat the 8th March while the performances themselves 
will take place on Tuesday the 11th and Wednesday the 12th March,2014. 

 
For ACT II, something completely different in the form of a fantasy thriller written by ACT II 

student, Georgina Dalgliesh. The story is based on a dream she had and upon telling her 
friends, was encouraged to write it up as a play. After reading the first draft, the tutors were 
impressed by her hard work and ideas and felt it was important that she be supported. After 

several re-writes, it is now in rehearsal and will be performed as ACT II main production. 
This new play will be directed by Valerie Harris with support from Ashley Foster.   

 
Their Dress Rehearsal will be on Sun the 9th March. (We have managed to miss Mother’s 

Day this year!) ACT II’ s performances  will take place on Thursday the 

13th and Friday the 14th March, 2014. 
 

It is, of course, important that students do not miss any rehearsals. As 
always, we will need help on those performance nights so if anyone is 

available and willing to help, could they please contact Valerie.      

V O E  
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ACT I Spring term starts on Saturday the 4th January, 2014 and 

finishes on Saturday the 5th April, 2014. 
 
ACT II Spring term starts on Sunday the 5th January, 2014 and 

finishes on Sunday the 6th April, 2014. 

A L T R IN CHAM  CR EA T I V E  T H EA T R E  S CHOO L  

As always, could parents please ensure that students bring their fees to the first 

meeting. It makes life so much simpler for all in the long run. Thank you for your 
co-operation.  

Claire Roscoe - Treasurer 

Fees ReminderFees ReminderFees ReminderFees Reminder    

Last year saw us finally manage to put on two workshops that 

had been in the pipeline for some time.  
 

Our first was a Make Up Workshop for ACT II. It was, in fact, not 
just general make up but special effects! Our instructor was 
Charlotte Barker who trained at Trafford College and is now a 

qualified Level 3 Hair and Media Make-Up Artist. Although she 
also covers Bridal Make Up, Body Paint and general make up, 

Charlotte loves doing special effects which is a skill in its own 
right. Therefore, her workshop with the students concentrated on that particular area. 
During the course of the morning, Charlotte demonstrated the use of make up in the realistic 

depiction of anything from a simple cut and bruise to scars, burns, severe head injuries and  
gunshot wounds! It was an extremely interesting workshop with the students getting hands 

on experience and we all , students and tutors alike, learned a great deal. We will  
certainly be asking her back! 

 

Actors often these days are not just required to act but to sing, 
dance, interact with puppets and display other skills. Bearing 

this in mind, ACT I recently welcomed Alex Pletscher to one of 
their Saturday morning meetings. Alex, who runs Circusology, 

gave the students a Circus Skills Workshop which was, like the  
Special Effects Make Up Workshop, hugely enjoyed by Tutors 
and students alike. He began by balancing a table on his chin 

before offering it to anyone who wished to have a go! Going 
back to basics Alex then spent the morning demonstrating and helping the drama students 

master a number of different skills. 
 
The students learned and had a go at, amongst other things, different juggling routines, stilt 

walking, plate spinning, how to use pedal-go’s and unicycles. Alex told us afterwards “They 
were very disciplined, keen to have a go at everything and I 

really enjoyed the time I spent with the group. The morning 
just disappeared!”. We made certainly made another useful 
contact here and Alex will be welcomed back, we have no 

doubt, to show us more! As far as we are concerned, the tutors 
wish to give all the students as many opportunities as possible 

to try different things. Not only are these skills useful, but we 
can then perhaps incorporate them into our main productions.  

A.C.T.S WorkshopsA.C.T.S WorkshopsA.C.T.S WorkshopsA.C.T.S Workshops    
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If you have anything amusing for ‘The End Bit’ do send it to us. 

 
YOU KNOW YOU ARE LIVING IN 2014 when... 

 
1. You accidentally enter your PIN on the microwave. 

 

2. You have a list of 15 phone numbers to reach your family of three. 
 

3. You e-mail the person who works at the desk next to you. 
 

4. Your reason for not staying in touch with friends and family is that they don't have e-

mail addresses. 
 

5. Every commercial on television has a web site and Facebook page at the bottom of the 
screen. 

 

7. Leaving the house without your mobile phone, which you didn't even have the first 5 
or 10 years of your life, is now a cause for panic and you turn around to go and get it. 

 
8. You get up in the morning and go on line before having breakfast. 

 
9. You are too busy to notice there was no 6 on this list. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!! 
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For more more information about A.C.T.S 

you can call Head Tutor Valerie Harris on 
0161 928 2277  or 
 

John Banks  
Mobile - 07792 307677 

 
Or you can email us at the following: 

info@acts4u.org.uk 

Contacts Contacts Contacts Contacts     

Moving Up & New Places Moving Up & New Places Moving Up & New Places Moving Up & New Places     

For the first time, this year there will be some movement between our 

two sections. After the main productions, some members of ACT I will 
be moving up to ACT II. We do feel strongly that ACT I members 

should have a strong basis in theatre skills before they move up and we 

also wish to keep the sections as balanced as possible.  

However, it will mean that there will be places available for new people 

to join ACT I. So, if you know of anyone who is interested then please 

ask them to contact Valerie and to check out our website.  

Website: www.actsdrama.wordpress.com 


