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What does 2015 hold in 
store for us all? Whatever it 
is, I hope it will include 
health, happiness and good 
times for everyone 
May I start with a request? 
Please, if you have to 
contact us urgently, ring! If 

I am not available, there is an answer phone 
that is checked every time I return home. 
Why have one if you don’t check it! Contact 
numbers are listed on Page 3. Therefore, if 
you cannot get us on one number then 
please try the other. Although we do not 
shun the hi-tech advances of the 21st 
century, we don’t have internet access on our 
phones. Again and again we have found that 
being able to speak to someone on the 
phone, or face to face, greatly reduces any 

possible misunderstandings. Plus, it’s so 
much easier, simpler and quicker, especially 
when it seems that everyone has a mobile 
phone. Thank you. Call me old fashioned and 
it may be a cliché, but it is actually good to 
talk! 
 
We are well into rehearsals for our main 
productions and full details are inside. Spread 
the word about these plays as we would love 
to increase the audiences for our young 
people. 
 
As we have temporarily lost Ashley on a 
Sunday morning, if you know of anyone who 
would like to get involved, please ask them to 
contact me. 

 

Valerie Harris—Head Tutor 
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Wrightsons Props Store dates back to the 1930's 
whilst Howorth Theatrical Supplies started in 
1968. In 1987, the two firms merged to become 
Howorth Wrightson’s Ltd and they supply props to 
theatre, TV and film companies. Over the years, 
they have become the largest independent props 
supplier in the North of England. They recently 
joined forces with Scene Dock and last year we 

had the opportunity to visit their new premises in Trafford. 
 
Scene Dock’s Warehouse Operation Manger, Loretta Harmer took time out 
to show round Head Tutor, Valerie Harris and some ACT II students. She 
explained how they also now supply whole sets and backdrops and how 
the thousands of small objects were just as important as large items like 
furniture. The range of articles available to hire is staggering and one 
would have no problem finding the right props to help recreating any  
period in history. The firm has supplied props for, amongst many others, 
‘The Mill’, ‘Tango in Halifax’, ‘The Village’, ‘Our Zoo’, ‘Hugo’, ‘Inspector 
Banks’ and ‘Vera’. The warehouses are like time capsules of our past! 
Many actors take props for granted but the correct items are very  
important in plays in helping to establish a story and place and have to be 
right!  
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We are always on the look out for unusual props, bits and 
pieces of costume that we can use for a variety of uses! If you 
feel you may have anything that you think we could use, then 
please give us a ring before it sees the bin! 
 
Storage is a major problem as Val’s loft is now full and her 
shed not far from being the same! When John is in a secure  

position and able to purchase a dwelling of his own, he has strict instructions to make sure it 
has a large garage, shed or loft to be available for ACTS storage! However, until that  
Happens, we are only interested in small items. If anyone can offer us long term storage in 
any shape or form, again please let us know.  
Although we have not finalised the production lists, we know already that waistcoats and a 
dog on wheels are among the items we are looking for. We are also looking for large  
coloured sheets of material, or plain bed sheets and someone who could dye these for us. 
We are always wanting to make our productions different and better! I hope you can help us 
or know people who can do that! Thank you. 

Following an Unarmed Stage Fight Workshop back in 
2011, we decided to see if we could put on an advanced 

workshop for our ACT II students. We got back in touch with Renny 
Krupinski and he was happy to run an all day Stage Sword Fight 
Workshop. Renny works as an Equity registered fight director, fight 
co-ordinator, stunt co-ordinator and fight arranger for some of the 
most prestigious companies in the entertainment industry. His work in 
theatre, television and on film has won him many glowing reviews 
and plaudits. A very busy man, he continues to maintain his position 

as one of the top five fight directors currently practising today.  
After a warm up and a word about safety, Renny gave out the swords! ACT II  knew which 
end was the pointy bit but didn’t know quite what to do with it! Tutors, Val, John & Peter 
were on hand to support but kept a safe distance as Renny began to show the students the 
correct way to stand and then move. Then came the learning of the different moves which 
after lunch were practised so that, by the end of the day, all the students were able to 
‘safely’ fight each other! Every student worked hard and impressed Renny with their  
dedication. So much so that we are looking at asking him back again.  

Sword Fight WorkshopSword Fight WorkshopSword Fight WorkshopSword Fight Workshop    

Hidden TalentsHidden TalentsHidden TalentsHidden Talents    
We do not know what most of you do for a living but we are sure you ALL have hidden 
talents. If you are clever at solving problems, artistic and can paint, good with your hands, 
very handy with a needle or sewing machine to name just a few then please let us know. 
When the productions 
begin, we are always in 
need of people with 
hidden talents who could 
just help us improve 
what we try to put 
together for our 
students. It would be 
useful to have a list of people we could call upon if need be. So, if you would be happy to 
help out then please let us know. 

Props, Bits & PiecesProps, Bits & PiecesProps, Bits & PiecesProps, Bits & Pieces    

Fees ReminderFees ReminderFees ReminderFees Reminder    

May I ask parents to please ensure that the students bring their fees to the first 
meeting. It is very embarrassing to have to chase these up plus it makes my job 
easier. Thank you.                                                      Dee Ridgway - Treasurer 
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We very, very rarely 
talk about other 
shows. However  
recently Tutors Val 
Harris and John 
Banks saw ‘Slava’s 
Snow Show’ and 

were just left speechless by it. Rarely 
has a theatre production been such an 
experience. Filled with everything from 
farce to dance, music to pathos, superb 
comic timing to mine to name but a few. 
If you love theatre like we do and get 
the chance, go to see this. A Theatre 
Masterclass which we guarantee will 
stay with you forever.   

This year sees ACT I tackle a classic story by Charles Dickens, the story of 
‘Oliver Twist’. Please note this is the play and not to be confused with the 
musical ‘Oliver’!. Head Tutor, Valerie Harris is the director 
and working hard to produce an excellent production. 
 
ACT II were due to perform ‘Under Milk Wood’ but  
decided to go back on a previous decision and undertake a 
performance of one of William Shakespeare’s comedies ’A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream’. Tutor, John Banks has the 
reins and this will be a challenging play for the young  

people but we feel they will gain a great sense of achievement in their 
presentation.  
 
Dates are now fixed for both the main productions. PLEASE note these on your calendars. 
ACT I’ s ‘Oliver Twist’ Tech and Dress Rehearsal will be on the 7th March,2015 
 The performances of ‘Oliver Twist’ will take place on the 10th—11th March,2015 
 
ACT II’ s ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’ Tech and Dress Rehearsal will take place on the 8th 
March,2015. 
The actual performances of ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’ will be on the 12th –13th March, 

2015. 
 
Help will be needed backstage and front of house. If you can help in any way, please let us 
know. Also we do wish to increase the audiences for the students so if you can help publicise 
these productions at all, again give us a call.   
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Dates for Diaries Dates for Diaries Dates for Diaries Dates for Diaries     

ACT I Spring  term starts on Saturday the 10th January, 2015 
and finishes on Saturday the 21st March, 2015. 
 
ACT II Spring term starts on Sunday the 11th January, 2015 and 
finishes on Sunday the 22nd March, 2015. 
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Main Productions 2015Main Productions 2015Main Productions 2015Main Productions 2015    

For more information you can call 
Head Tutor Valerie Harris  
0161 928 2277  or 

John Banks  
Mobile - 07792 307677 
 
Or you can email us at the following 

info@acts4u.org.uk 

 

Contacts Contacts Contacts Contacts     
PLEASE NOTE: - If you have  

important information for us or just 
require a quick acknowledgement  

PLEASE PHONE  
- don’t email. 

Emails are only checked once a day. 

Thank you. 

REMINDER : As these are both demanding plays meetings from the start of January will 
finish at 1.00 NOT 12.30. 

A MasterClassA MasterClassA MasterClassA MasterClass    
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‘A Piece to Read’ by ACT II student Georgina Dalgliesh 

 
“I’m going to give you a piece to read” says John as he passes over the sheet 

I scan the black print that’s looks long and typed up neat 
I gulp as my eyes jump to a word I surely cannot say. 

I won’t have long to prepare, I’ll be performing it at some point today. 
 

I try to make sense of the piece, what on earth is it about? 
A person, or their brother, their father and too many words in it to count 
I take a deep breath as I read over it again beginning to feel queasy, 

Oh dear lord, what the hell is the authors name, to pronounce that correctly will be far from 
easy. 

 
I take centre stage and stutter out the piece’s source 

Pretending I know who the author was, Harold Brighouse I know him, of course! 
Ok. I think they brought the lie. 

I must look up as I speak or at least try. 
 

Val’s voice is suddenly loud in my ear 
‘Always pronounce your vowels nice and clear’ 

I prepare my throat and begin to speak 
But with ‘A E I O U’ banging round my head, my voice comes out meek. 

 
Oh no! I’ve been sitting with legs crossed. 

Surely now all hope is lost 
And I skipped a bit, this makes no sense, they won’t understand. 

Maybe I can pretend to faint or get a paper cut in my hand. 
 

I reach the word I couldn’t say 
So mumble through it to my dismay. 

Panic flows as I reach the word neither (neether) 
Does Val like it pronounced Neither or neither, for god sake take a breather! 

 
When will this be over I think, as I glance up at the others 

They’re cringing for me, wishing they could protect their eyes with covers. 
Great! Now someone is trying to distract me with weird faces, 

Oops I’m speaking too fast, I’m meant to be an actress not a horse in the races. 
 

When is this going to end, it’s going on forever. 
Great! Now I’m just doing the same hand action over and over which isn’t clever 

Oh its finally coming to an end, I know it’s been bad. 
I’m not the only one who looks relieved, the ending of this pitiful reading makes everyone 

glad. 
 

Just when I think I’m free, late arrivals show up 
As John and Val introduce the people, we all curiously look. 

‘Georgina’, John says with enthusiasm turning to me gesturing the men 
My heart drops, palms sweat as he asks, “Will you read it for us again?” 
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