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I do hope you all had a 

very merry Christmas and 
that 2017 brings you 
everything you could wish 

for. We have a busy time 
ahead of us with the main 

productions and the One 
Act Play Festivals. Please 
take note of all dates we 

give you. They are very important to ACTS 
and the students if they are to progress and 

gain confidence from being part of the school.  
 
It is very exciting to be once more presenting 

a full length play written by one of our ACT II 
students. A production full of murder and 

mayhem! I do wonder where they get their 
ideas from, certainly not me! More about this 
later.  

I was very pleased to welcome Oliver to ACT I 

and hope his arrival will encourage more boys 
to join this coming year. I am sure you all 
have hidden skills that we could use at some 

time or another. May I take this opportunity 
to thank Sue McGovern for all the sewing she 

has been doing for us. Finally, my personal 
thanks must go to the ACTS Committee for 
their support.  

We always have an eye on ACTS future! With 
that in mind we are still 

looking for someone who 
would like to help with 
ACTS particularly on a 

Sunday morning. If you 
know of anyone, please 

ask them to contact me.  
 
Valerie Harris—Head Tutor 
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ACT I’s Horrible ChristmasACT I’s Horrible ChristmasACT I’s Horrible ChristmasACT I’s Horrible Christmas    

We recently made good on a promise to take ACT I to the theatre. Last 

month we set off (with most of ACT I) to the Lowry theatre to see ’Horrible 
Christmas’. The story involved Christmas coming under threat from a  

villain who was determined to get rid of this special day. One person 
stands in the way of that happening but they have to travel through time 
to thwart this deadly plan. Along the way they meet Charles Dickens, 

Oliver Cromwell, King Henry VIII, Charles II, St Nicholas and Rudolph the 
Red nosed reindeer.     

It was a miserable evening as we took the tram to Media City and walked 
through the rain to the theatre. As you can see our photograph of the 
group had to be taken indoors. However, we all had a good time and it 

was interesting to see how the story unfolded using simple sets and clever 
lighting. It was sadly, for one students, not  

performed by the regular Horrible Histories TV 
cast but everyone all worked very hard,  
especially the gentlemen playing the leading 

roles of past historic people.  
 

We feel it is important that students go to 
different theatres and see how different types 

of productions are staged. Just one reason 
why we, in turn, are keen to perform at other 
theatres when we enter One Act Festivals. ACT I and Tutors at the Lowry 
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We have not one but two home 

grown plays in rehearsal!  
ACT I will be performing in a comedy written by tutor, John Banks. This 

concerns an amateur drama society who’s production suffers a set back 
when the director is injured in a freak accident. A new director is found 
but, instead of picking up the reins, they decide to ditch the play  

everyone has been rehearsing and produce a Pantomime instead. Despite 
no one ever having done a Pantomime before! Will they pull it off? 

 
Meanwhile, ACT II student, Christopher Bennett, gaining inspiration 
from ex-student Georgina Dalgliesh, has written a play himself for his 

fellow students. ’Wine on the Rug’ is a comedy drama about Hubert 
Bose and the assorted crowd of ‘hangers on’ who live off him but who 

all have their own agendas. Suddenly and apparently for no reason, 
people start being murdered. Is there a monster at large?  
 

This year we have had to switch performing nights for the two sections so please make a 
careful note of the following important dates: 

 

TECH/DRESS 

  ‘The Play Will Go On?’ Sat 18th March – ACT I 10.00-15.00 

  ‘Wine on the Rug’ Sun 19th March - ACT II 10.00-15.00 
 

MAIN PRODUCTIONS 

  ‘Wine on the Rug’ ACT II – Tues 21st March 
  ‘Wine on the Rug’ ACT II – Wed 22nd  March 
  ‘The Play Will Go On?’ ACT I – Thurs 23rd  March 

  ‘The Play Will Go On?’ ACT I – Fri 24th March 
 

Help will once again be needed backstage and front of house so, if you can help, please let 
us know. Also, we hope everyone will try to publicise these productions as much as possible 
to help maximise audiences for our hard working students.    

Main Productions 2017Main Productions 2017Main Productions 2017Main Productions 2017    

On ACT Play Festivals 2017On ACT Play Festivals 2017On ACT Play Festivals 2017On ACT Play Festivals 2017    

While on the subjects of plays, last year we had to pull out of one 

Festival due to not being informed, until far too late, dates for other 
activities. We discovered that these dates had been given out in 
January! Therefore, could parents please let us know of any possible 

clashes as soon as possible! We will be entering 3 One Act Play Festivals as usual. Two of 
these look likely to take place during the first three weeks of June. So far we only have the 

dates for the GMDF Festival which will run from Monday the 5th-10 June. We do not have 
the dates for the Festival in Glossop but this usually takes place at the start of July. 

Could students please make sure that fees are brought to the first meeting. 

I do like to get the books up to date a.s.a.p. for the new term.  Thank you.     
Dee Ridgway - Treasurer 

Term FeesTerm FeesTerm FeesTerm Fees    

It’s Good to It’s Good to It’s Good to It’s Good to TALK!TALK!TALK!TALK!    
We don’t get our phone bills paid 

by ACTS and only ask for mobile 
numbers in case of emergencies. 

We depend on reliable landlines 
and answer machines. So please  
answer one and check the other. 

Even in 2017 you know it makes 
sense! Thank you. 

PLEASE NOTE: - If you have  

important information for us or just 
require a quick acknowledgement  

PLEASE PHONE  
- don’t email. 

Emails are only checked once a day and 

our phones don’t have internet!  

 

 
 

 
‘Just say the lines and don’t 
trip over the furniture’ 

 
Advice on acting from  

Noel Coward. 



 3 

15 ACTS students were initiated into the dangerous, exciting and 

serious art of stage combat after a workshop with fight director 
Renny Krupinki. 

 
Luckily the presence of a French exchange student ensured there 
was an even number of students so that I didn’t get roped in! If 

you have ever wondered how actors do the things they do on 
stage (from a fighting perspective) without hurting themselves 

and, more importantly, their fellow colleagues, here the secrets were revealed. Within two 
minutes all sixteen students names were memorised and after a brief  potted history of his 
career Renny began to provide everything you wanted to know about hurting people in a 

public space without getting arrested. It was perhaps worrying to see ACTS so eager to learn 
how to punch, karate chop, hair pull, kick and head smash. Of course, this was all in the 

name of exploring the little understood art of deception, balance and co-ordination between 
attacker and victim. But we are not going to give away any secrets! As with all things, it is 
easy when you know how. Apart from the expertise demonstrated, it was a joy to watch how 

quickly Renny put everyone at ease and balance theory and practice, with thoughtful  
feedback interspersed with humour. 

 
As the day progressed and student confidence grew, we moved onto eye-gouging, groin 

kicking and neck breaking. It is difficult to describe fully in words any of the above moves 
but ACTS certainly got stuck in. The bodily pose of knees bent and backside down, while 
pretending to hold a five pence coin between your buttocks is second only to the kick  

between the legs which would have brought tears to anyone’s eyes. Or imagine a vertebrae 
snapping as you twist your victim’s head in a vicious head lock. Effective, discreet and easier 

than you think! From a tutor’s perspective the single and double face slapping was the most 
artistic. If done properly, even in a theatre in “the round”, slapping can be effective and 
more importantly done safely. The clear message was that actual physical face slapping is 

never a “must” for the good of the production. 
 

Our thanks go to Renny for his consummate skill, and hopefully the school neighbours were 
not too concerned by the screaming interspersed with laughter! Finally, on a serious note, 
the techniques demonstrated takes hours of practice. Some of them are very dangerous and 

should always be done under professional supervision. This is stage combat, with the  
emphasis on stage, and should never be used in any other circumstance. 

 
Peter Ning – ACTS Tutor 
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ACT I Spring  term starts on Saturday the 7th January, 2017 and 

finishes on Saturday the 1st April, 2017. 
 
ACT II Spring term starts on Sunday the 8th January, 2017 and 

finishes on Sunday the 2nd April, 2017. 
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Don’t Mess with ACT II Don’t Mess with ACT II Don’t Mess with ACT II Don’t Mess with ACT II  

Head Tutor, Valerie Harris  

0161 928 2277 
  or 
  Tutor, John Banks  

  Mobile - 07792 307677 
 

You can also email us at the following 
info@acts4u.org.uk 

Contacts Contacts Contacts Contacts      

 
 

 
 

“We are all actors, set on the 

stage of the world, as the 
curtains open we put on our 

best performance to this 
 audience of life.” 
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  My friend drowned in a bowl of muesli. A strong  

 currant pulled him in. 
 

   I went to buy some camouflage trousers the other day 
 but I couldn't find any. 

 
  A man came round in hospital after a serious accident. 

 He shouted,  'Doctor, doctor, I can't feel my legs!'  The 
 doctor replied, 'I know you can't, I've cut your arms 
 off'. 

 
  I went to a seafood disco last week...and pulled a muscle. 

 
  Two Eskimos sitting in a kayak were chilly. They lit a fire in the craft, 

 It sank. Proving once and for all you can’t have your kayak and heat it 

 Man goes to the doctor with a strawberry growing out of his head. 
     Doc says 'I'll give you some cream to put on it.' 

 
 'Doc, I can't stop singing The Green, Green Grass of Home'  'That sounds like Tom 

 Jones syndrome.  'Is it common?' 'It's not unusual.' 

  Two elephants walk off a cliff...boom, boom! 
 

  What do you call a fish with no eyes? A fsh. 
 
 So I was getting into my car, and this bloke says to me 'Can you give me a lift?' I said 

 'Sure, you look great, the world's your oyster, go for it.' 
 

 Police arrested two children yesterday, one was drinking battery acid, 
 and the other was eating fireworks. They charged one and let the other one off. 
 

 'You know, somebody actually complimented me on my driving today. They left a 
 note on the windscreen. It said, 'Parking Fine.' So that was nice.' 

 
  A man walked into the doctors. He said, 'I've hurt my arm in several places’. 

     The doctor said, 'Well don't go there anymore' 

 

And finally a little story………………... 

  A man takes his Rotweiler to the vet. 'My dog is cross-eyed, is there anything you can 
 do for him?' 'Well,' said the vet, 'let's have a look at him' So he picks the dog up and 

 examines his eyes, then he checks his teeth.  Finally, he says, 'I'm going to have to 

 put him down.' 'What? Because he's cross-eyed?' 'No, because he's really heavy'. 
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Christmas comes but once and with it some of the year’s worse stories & jokes. 

Here are some you may have missed!    


