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WOW! our 5th year over! 

Where has the time gone? 
So many memories already 
made in that time. 

 
We started A.C.T.S and will 

continue to run it with the 
intention of each section presenting a main 
production and then competing in festivals. 

We are a ‘Drama School’ not a ‘Drama Club’ 
and so dedication, teamwork but most of all 

commitment are essential for sustained 
success.  
 

With these core values, we established 
ourselves and have reaped the rewards. 

Without them, we would struggle to go 
forward with confidence. Co-operation and 
support from students and their parents is 

very important to us so that 

everyone can enjoy A.C.T.S to the maximum. 

 
Our main productions this time were very 
adventurous, draining and tiring but very 

rewarding. Plus we’ve had a challenging One 
Act Play season. With Ashley still being 

unavailable it has been a very tough year and 
may I thank the parents and supporters who 
have helped us.  

 
Do please read our newsletter, and instead of 

throwing it away, pass it on. John spends not 
hours but weeks putting it together. It’s good 
PR and your comments are always welcome. 

 
Finally, on behalf of John, Peter, and myself 

may I wish you all an enjoyable summer. 
Onwards to year 6! 

Valerie Harris—Head Tutor  
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Auditions for A.C.T.S will take place at 10.30am on Saturday the 5th  
September at ACT I’s meeting place, the large Unitarian Chapel School 

Room on Sylvan Grove, off Dunham Road, Altrincham, WA14 4NX .  
If you know of any one who is interested in joining, then please get them 
to give Head Tutor Valerie Harris a call on 0161 928 2277 or email us at 

info@acts4u.org.uk.  
 

Prospective students will be expected to read a piece of their own 
choosing. They do not need to learn them off by heart but can, if they 
wish and then talk a little about themselves. Please note that all students 

must be accompanied by a parent. We feel it is very important that both  
parents and tutors alike meet each other. 
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One of the top things on our list of things to do when we started A.C.T.S was to put together 

a Committee. All the people who have sat on it have all contributed in one way or another to 
our successes over the year. A big welcome therefore to Dee Gallagher who will be  

officially joining us in September. We are sure she will prove to be a valuable asset and will 
give us a fresh outlook on matters. 
We are always on the look out for people to help in any way especially 

as back up at the weekend meetings. If anyone feels they can help or 
knows of anyone who would be interested in coming down even on a 

part time basis we would love to hear from them. The present tutors are 
tough but only human and even they cannot sometimes ward off severe 
illness or injury. This has meant them being unavailable at sometimes 

crucial times.  
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We again entered three One Act Play Festivals at Chelford, Wilmslow 

and Glossop and we are delighted to say that we did not return 
empty handed.  

 
At Chelford the junior section, Act I won ‘Best Junior Play’ with ‘Panto 

Inc’ directed and written by ACTS Tutor John Banks.   

 
At the Wilmslow One Act Play Festival the Adjudicator’s Award was 

awarded to ‘The Company of Altrincham Creative Theatre School’ for ‘Panto Inc’.  
 

On the down side we have to also say that we were not impressed with the organisation of 

this festival’s last night. There were changes that we were not informed of, information that 
was badly communicated to us and it is clear that the organiser was panicking about the 

time and rushing things along! All this was very disappointing. We are fully aware it can be 
hard for Festival Organisers, having two Tutors who have organised such festivals in the 
past. However, we feel that Quality should not be sacrificed for Quantity! 

 
At the Partington Players One Act Play Festival Sophie Parker from ACT I was awarded the 

‘Best Supporting Youth Actress Award' for her role as Pri Madonna in 'Panto Inc'. 

 A Certificate of Merit was also gained by Director Valerie Harris and ACT II for their play 

'Melons At the Parsonage'.  

This year turned out to be a very difficult one for us in trying to organise it so that both  

sections could perform their play at each venue. Although the dates were again given out 
well in advance, we had to try and make many changes and only just managed it! Yet again 
we tried to ensure that performances would take part on Friday or Saturday evenings, as we 

have always been requested to do, to take into account exams, late nights, next day school. 
etc.. However, we have had to call in a lot of favours so that we could still ensure that every 

student could compete. Unfortunately, this will now have an impact on next year. We will be 
discussing this situation in detail at the next Committee meeting.  
 

We would again like to particularly thank Alison Kinsey who once more removed from our 
shoulders the job of sorting out transport to Chelford and Wilmslow. All students were safely 

transported to and from these venues and we thank all the  
parents who undertook to do this for us.  

 
Finally, well done to everyone on their hard work which has again 
paid off!  
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A couple of years back we put out an appeal for suit carriers to help us 

transport costumes to and from venues. The response was very good and 
they proved excellent in keeping the items clean and all together, this being 

especially important as a lot of the costumes are hired. However, we would 
be grateful for a few more BUT only if they are long ones with zips. We have 
and have hired recently several dresses which we have had to stuff into the 

bottom half of carriers that have proved to be too short. So if by any chance 
you have any long suit carriers that we could have, then please get in touch. 
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ACT I Winter term starts on Saturday the 12th Sept, 2015 and 

finishes on Saturday the 19th Dec, 2015. 
 
ACT II Winter term starts on Sunday the 13th Sept, 2015 and 

 finishes on Sunday the 20th Dec, 2015. 
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Life can be a lottery but then so can acting! The reason we say this is 

that we do get one or two of our students who wish to follow their 
dream of taking their acting beyond and after ACTS. Nothing is 
impossible and we don’t want to put anyone off but be prepared as it 

is a very hard road. One way to get some experience is to become an 
‘extra’ or, as they are now known as, ’a background artist’. We 

recently noticed that the film ’Millions’ by Danny Boyle was being 
shown and repeated on several different TV channels. You may be 
interested to know that our tutor, John Banks actually worked on that film for 3 days and 

although he filmed 4 separate scenes only one was used in the main film, the others ended 
up on the cutting room floor. Yes you can see him but it is very much a blink and you will 

miss him moment in the film. He found it very interesting but the days are very long and 
there is a great deal of waiting around. The pay can be reasonable but it is not enough for 
one to retire on and you cannot make your living by just doing this kind of work. Budgets 

are tight. There are many opportunities, especially around the London area, but be careful 
as many jobs are ‘not paid’ and it is just the thrill of ‘maybe ‘being seen on TV or in a film 

that attracts a lot of people. You also have to be available at very short notice and then may 
get no other work for months. As well as ’Millions’, John has worked on TV as well and hopes 
to again but has it made him ‘millions’? NO but one can always dream. 

The traditional ACT II first meet at Valerie Harris’ house will take 

place on Sunday the 6th September at 10.30am. As usual, students 
will be required to prepare a performance piece. 

Contacts Contacts Contacts Contacts     

PLEASE NOTE: - If you have  important information for us or need a quick  

answer PLEASE PHONE  us - don’t email. Emails are only checked once a day!  Thank you. 

For more more information about A.C.T.S  call  

Head Tutor Valerie Harris on 0161 928 2277  or  
John Banks Mobile - 07792 307677 

 

Or you can email us at the following: info@acts4u.org.uk 
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If you have anything amusing for ‘The End Bit’ do send it to us. 
 

“I think the wonderful thing about doing theatre is that it's more of an actor's medium. I 
think that film is more of a director's medium. You can't edit something out on stage. It's 

there”—Kim Cattrall 

“For the theatre one needs long arms; it is better to have them too long than too short. An 

artiste with short arms can never, never make a fine gesture.”  - Sarah Bernhardt 

“You ask my advice about acting? Speak clearly, don’t bump into the furniture and if you 

must have motivation, think of your pay packet on Friday.” ― Noël Coward  

“What is that unforgettable line?” ―Samuel Beckett 

 
“The play was a great success, but the audience was a disaster.” ― Oscar Wilde  

 
“Actors must practice restraint, else think what might happen in a love scene” 

— Cecil Hardwicke  
 

“An actor who knows his business ought to be able to make the London telephone directory 

sound enthralling” — Donald Sinden 
 

“Imagination, industry, and intelligence -- ''the three I s'' -- are 
all indispensable to the actress, but of these three the greatest 

is, without doubt, imagination.” - Ellen Terry 

 
“The actor should be able to create the universe in the palm of 

his hand”—Sir Laurence Olivier 

“All the world's a stage and the men and women on it merely 

players”.—Shakespeare  

“Remember: there are no small parts, only small actors”.—

Konstantin Stanislavisky 
 

“Acting is merely the art of keeping a large group of people 

from coughing.” – Sir Ralph Richardson  
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We have been thinking about  seeing if we can get a patron for A.C.T.S. It was 

an idea that was mooted at one of our first Committee meetings 5 years ago but 
put on the back burner as there were far more important matters that needed to 

be established first. Now we are once again looking at this idea. Do you know or 
think of anyone who we could approach? We are sure that our parents have 
many avenues of contacts of which we are unaware. So if you have any 

 suggestions, please get in touch. We would love to hear from you. 

Website: www.actsdrama.wordpress.com 
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