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By the time you read this we 
will have just finished 
performing our first full 
length productions. My 
thanks for your help and 
support. Thank you also to 
Grace Reed at the Wilmslow 
Guild wardrobe for her help 

with costumes and Pete Hughes for playing 
the music. Although we did have some 

problems dealing with the new venue we 
were happy with the plays and the way in 
which the students took everything in their 
stride.We have had some very good feedback 
and have noted several points that have been 
raised. The school is also talking about 

improving the hall facilities for next year 
which is good news for us. 

 

But we are not content to rest on our laurels 
and are at present rehearsing our one act 
plays for entries into several local festivals. 
The tutors and I feel very strongly that the 
students should have the opportunity to 
display their skills and talent and compete 
against other groups as well as the chance to 
perform at different venues.   
 
We have done a lot in the 8 months since we 

started the school and look forward to and 
remain very positive for the future. 
 
May I finally take this opportunity on behalf 
of John, Peter and myself to wish you all a 
very good summer. 

 
Valerie Harris—Head Tutor 

 

A Word From Me  

News 

Our first two productions are now over and thank you to everyone who 
helped us. We were very pleased in the way that the students adapted 
to the new premises and we have already made notes on certain 
aspects that we aim to improve. Unfortunately we were restricted in 
certain areas, like the lighting for example, as the school was mounting 
their own show the week after ours. So certain things were set up that 
we could not move or change! However we will be in talks with the 
school soon to address all these noted points before next year‟s plays.  
 
A big thank you to all those parents and friends who 
supported us and in particular many thanks to Alison 

Jurkowski who designed and printed our tickets for us 
and her husband who helped John finish painting the 
caravan. Many thanks also to Alan Reidsma for 
building it and for his and his wife, Janet's help 
backstage!  Thank you also to the supporters and 
parents who helped front of house. We could not have 

done it without you all. 
 
We are already, yes already, thinking about what we 
could do next year and news of that will appear later 
in the year.  Next up is the One Act Festivals. 
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We omitted in our first newsletter to say a big Thank You to Phillip who 
helped John get the Facebook pages up and running. SORRY Phillip!! We 
have two pages in fact. One public and one private so that friends of ACTS 
and members can interact and post interesting comments or suggestions. 

Look us up and drop us a line! 
 
More good news is that we have recently received a grant for £350 from the 
SYT Trust towards our first productions. We are very grateful for their 
support. 

 
We have also become members of the National Association of Youth 
Theatres. 
 
Rev Danny Crosby the Unitarian Minister (ACT I meets in the church Hall) 
visited  ACT I and he also came to see „Toad of Toad Hall‟. He is very 
impressed with the group and has given his full support to us.  
 

We have also established a very good rapport with Grace Reed who is the 
Wardrobe Mistress at the Wilmslow Guild. Her recent help and advice while 
supplying costumes for our productions was very welcome. 

The fees are £35.00 per term payable at the start of each term. We have 
found this method far easier for our accounts and easier for parents then 
paying in one lump sum! If possible we would be grateful if these could be 

paid at the first meeting as it does make less work for our treasurer. Thank 
you. 

Rehearsals have already begun on our one act plays that we will be enter-

ing into three One Act Play Festivals. The first one will be the Wilmslow One 
Act Festival which takes place in May, The Hale One Act which takes place 
in June and The Partington One Act Festival which is the first week of July. 
Here the two sections of A.C.T.S, ACT I & ACT II get the opportunity to, not 
only visit other theatres but display their talents' to different audiences and 
compete against other drama schools and groups. Yes there are prizes to 

be won, and you will have heard it said before, but it is about competing. Any prize won is a 
nice bonus! 
ACT I will be performing an excerpt form „A Midsummer Night‟s Dream‟ by a certain William 
Shakespeare while ACT II will be directed by one of the students, Jack Corcoran and will  be 
presenting „ Fool‟s Errand‟, a play based on a tale by Chaucer. Both very different from what 
they have just performed. 
 
Help will be needed with transport please and once our dates and times are confirmed we 
will email everyone. So far we will be performing at Wilmslow on either Wed the 25th May or 
Thursday the 26th May. We have requested, for Hale Festival, to perform on either Thurs the 
23rd, Fri the 24th or Sat the 25th June. The Festival at Partington runs from the 4th to the 

9th July and we are going to request Friday the 8th July.  

The Boss!! 

Since our last newsletter Valerie Harris has appeared in the play „You Are 
Only Young Twice‟ with Sale Nomads. This was very successful and Valerie 
was praised for her performance. So well done to the Boss!! What‟s next? 

Fees 
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At the end of this final term we will be losing our longest serving member, Becky Fitch. 
Becky follows in the footsteps of both her brother and sister who were also taught drama by 
Valerie Harris. Becky herself has seen many changes as she came though the ranks of „Club 
Drama‟ & „CYDS‟ and followed Chief Tutor Valerie Harris, as did many others, when Valerie  

Harris started A.C.T.S. becoming a member of ACT II.  
She has been a drama member for 12 years and it has been 
lovely watching her grow up, seeing her talent blossom to  
become a very good and accomplished actress. Her last role 
was in ACT II‟s  recent production of „The Government  
Inspector‟ where she played the part of the „Anna‟. We will 
miss her a lot and it will seem very strange casting a play 
without her. All the tutors wish her well and hope she will  
come back and visit us when she can. Good luck Becky. 

Theatre Visit: On Saturday evening the 2nd April 9 members of A.C.T II, 
Val, John, Peter and Roisin‟s mum went to see the Wilmslow Guild Players 
production of „The Farndale Avenue Housing Estate Townswomen‟s Guild 
Dramatic  

Society‟s Production of Macbeth‟. The title is longer than the play! This 
was a production that they had performed themselves last year. That is 

ACT II did... not Val, John, Peter or Roisin‟s Mum! Just to make that clear!! It was an inter-
esting production that we saw and we came away with mixed feelings but it was very nice to 
be able to go as a group. We hope that we can  
arrange another visit to see another play at a different society next year, with Roisin‟s Dad? 

 
Dance Session: Meanwhile ex-student now dance teacher, Natalie Brown visited 
ACT I recently and did a rigorous but fun /dance session with them. A good time 
was had by all especially the tutors who only had to watch not sweat!! Natalie 
has offered to return and do another session soon!! Watch out Glee!! 

In this first year we are aiming to continue to strengthen and consolidate 
the school in all areas. Each term we will continue to try and plan some spe-
cial events for both sections. 

 
So far at the time of going to press we are organising for ACT II a visit from 
a professional voice coach who will be talking about and demonstrating  
accents and dialects!   
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Future Events 

Dates for Diaries  

ACT I Summer term starts on Saturday the 30th April and finishes on 
Saturday the 16th July 2011. 
 
ACT II Summer term starts on Sunday the 1st May and finishes on 

 Sunday the 17th July 2011. 
 
PLEASE NOTE: There will be no meeting on either Sat the 28th or  
Sunday the 29th May for either section. 
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Sad to See you Go! 
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For more information you can call 
Head Tutor Valerie Harris  
0161 928 2277 

 
John Banks - 0161 486 1843 
Mobile - 07792 307677 
 
Or you can email us at the following 
 

info@acts4u.org.uk 

Contacts  

The End Bit  

This part of the newsletter is a way open to any articles or comments people would like to 

share. So if you would like to write something for this part or anything for the newsletter in 
general then please feel free to pass onto us or email your contribution 
 

Questions I’ve never been able to answer. 
 
Why is it that people say they “slept like a baby” when babies wake up every two hours? 

 
Why do they use sterilized needles for death by lethal injection? 
 
Why does Superman stop bullets with his chest, but ducks when you throw a revolver at 
him? 
 

Whose idea was to put an “S” in the word “lisp”? 
 
If it‟s true that we are here to help others, what are the others doing here? 
 
Why do people pay to go up tall buildings and then put money in binoculars to look at things 

on the ground?  
 
If corn oil is made from corn, and vegetable oil made from vegetables, then what is baby oil 
made from? 

 
If you think you are having a bad day 

 
A woman came home to find her husband in the kitchen shaking frantically, almost in a 
dancing frenzy, with some kind of wire running from his waist towards the electric kettle. 
Intending to jolt him away from the deadly current, she whacked him with a handy plank of 
wood, breaking his arm in two places. Up to that moment, he had been happily listening to 
his Ipod. 

 
There now, feeling Better???? 
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