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Well, here we are 4 months into our sixth 
year! Back in August 2010, it was being said 

that we would be too expensive, we could not 
do it, we had nothing! Wrong! We had 
passion, we had heart, and friends. Most of 

all we had our students who, voting with their 
feet came with us.  

Everything starts at the bottom but within 
two days we had a name and a venue. 
Working hard, we planned, we prepared and 

in the September we opened and have never 

looked back! We have always and will 
continue to act in the best interests of our 
students especially with the teaching of 

drama. Trust, loyalty commitment, dedication 
and friendship are values we hold dear. 

I would like to take the opportunity to say 
thank you to John, Peter, parents and friends 
who have been indispensable in helping to 

achieve the success we have enjoyed during 
the past 5 years. I look forward to the next 

five!  
Finally, can I finish by saying that we are 
always happy to welcome anyone  who would 

like to help with ACTS particularly on a 
Sunday morning. If you know of anyone, 

please ask them to contact me.  
 

Valerie Harris—Head Tutor 
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Happy 5th Birthday A.C.T.S.!Happy 5th Birthday A.C.T.S.!Happy 5th Birthday A.C.T.S.!Happy 5th Birthday A.C.T.S.!    

After running a drama school for many years at a 

small local theatre, Valerie Harris decided to set up 
her own school with fellow tutors John Banks and 

Peter Ning. Being a very popular and successful 
teacher, her former students followed her and the 
Altrincham Creative Theatre School (A. C. T. S.) 

was born on 10th Sept 2010 catering for students 
aged 10 - 18yrs of age. Up to now, we have presented 10 main  

productions and performed 10 One Act Plays competing in 15 One Act Play 
Festivals. The production values and acting qualities have been so high 
that in every year we have won awards for our plays. This has been a 

great achievement and in September 2015, A.C.T.S. celebrated its 5th 
birthday! Committee members, parents, supporters and past students 

joined Head Tutor Valerie Harris, her tutors and current members of 
A.C.T.S. to mark this milestone. Over the years, through active teaching 
and workshops run by theatre professionals, the students have learned 

many theatre skills. These have included costume design, stage fighting, 
the magic of make up and use of accents. Students have been encouraged 

to direct productions and have written their own plays which have been 
performed by the group. None of the tutors are paid, all are DBS checked 

and remain actively involved in all aspects of theatre. ACTS is kept to a 
size so that all students are able to gain the full benefit from their  
membership and all tasks are approached in a professional manner.  
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We have quite a variety of plays for 

you this year with, in fact, not two 
but three productions being rehearsed! ACT I are preparing a gentle comedy 

entitled ’The Day Of The Demon Bowler’ by Georgina Reid which involves 
cricket! As this subject is close to Head Tutor Valerie Harris's heart, she has 
taken on the directing duties. The play is about a group of choir boys who, 

due to an unfortunate accident, find themselves at the Pearly Gates and 
have to play  a game of cricket to gain entry. Will they succeed?   

Act II were split on what they wanted to do. Half requested a comedy and 
the other half a drama. So, in trying to keep everyone happy, this year we 
are doing something different and will be giving you two one act plays! The 

first is a drama called ‘Too Long An Autumn’ by Jimmie Chinn. This story 
concerns a faded music hall star who now resides in a home for old actors. 

She finds it hard to adapt to her new surroundings but one 
day she is offered a unique chance that could see her  
regain her glory days. The other one act play is a comedy 

entitled ‘Sorry About the Floor’ written by F. Clerfeuille. 
This production is set in a small hotel whose owners are trying to make 

money by staging a Murder Mystery Weekend. A strange variety of ‘guests’ 
arrive and it all seems straight forward. However, this is a story full of 

confusion and misunderstandings that result in an ending with a comic 
twist. Could you please make a note of the following important dates: 
 

TECH/DRESS 

‘The Day of The Demon Bowler’ Sat 5th March – ACT I 10.00-13.00 
‘Sorry About the Floor’ & ‘Too Long An Autumn’ Sun 6th March - ACT II 10.00-13.00 
 

MAIN PRODUCTIONS 

‘The Day of The Demon Bowler’ ACT I – Tues 8th March 

‘The Day of The Demon Bowler’ ACT I – Wed 9th March 
‘Sorry About the Floor’ & ‘Too Long An Autumn’ ACT II – Thurs 10th March 
‘Sorry About the Floor’ & ‘Too Long An Autumn’ ACT II – Fri 11th March 

 
Help will once again be needed backstage and front of house so, if you can, please let us 

know. Also, we hope everyone will try to publicise these productions as much as possible to 
help maximise audiences for our hard working students.    

Main Productions 2016Main Productions 2016Main Productions 2016Main Productions 2016    

Can you use this?Can you use this?Can you use this?Can you use this?    
I am sure we can! Yes, its that time of year when its out 

with the old and in with the new! Although we have built 
up two excellent relationships with two local costume 
wardrobes, we are always on the look out for unusual 

odd bits and pieces of costume and props. For example, 
we have just been given a modern policeman’s uniform cap (no questions asked) which will 

be very useful for one of the current productions. If anyone has any white coats or items 
that would do for nurses uniforms, please get in touch. If you do have something that you 
feel the school could use, please contact us first before the bin sees it!   

ACT I ACT I ACT I ACT I ---- A New Beginning A New Beginning A New Beginning A New Beginning    
Last September we had quite a few vacancies but we are 

delighted to say that they were all taken. The new 
students have settled in well and we look to the older 

ones to help them grow in confidence. Everyone is unsure 
to begin with and we do not expect success at the first 
go. Errors will be made but we are confident that they will  

follow in the footsteps of their predecessors.      



 3 

Last summer we said goodbye to 3 more students who have been with 

us for a great many years. We were delighted therefore to receive the 
following update concerning them and other ex-students.  

 
‘ACT THREE: The veterans of ACTS, most of who spent at least 8 years in the group have 
decided to stay involved. All back together from University and their different schools, they 

went for an interesting walk near Styal Mill on December 19th although they were missing a 
couple of members. The walk was beautiful although it rained slightly and was extremely 

muddy especially for Naaman, Charlie and Hannah who didn't have wellies. Naturally, a 
game began involving some shoving and large muddy puddles. However, 
everyone survived! Adam, Hannah and Georgina are all enjoying First 

Year at University and Naaman has returned for his second year. Gabby 
and Charlie are surviving ‘A’ levels but, of course the main conversation 

revolved around the Christmas Downton Abbey. All in all everyone is 
well. Charlie's now 18, Adam's 19 and Georgina is turning 19 on 
December 27th so everyone is feeling old but happy to be reunited !’ 

Altrincham Creative Theatre School’s youth section, ACT II recently had 

a theatre workshop run for them by Sarat Broughton who provided a 
very interesting and informative morning. After various movement  

exercises, Sarat moved on to the use of masks in drama. Sarat has 
worked as a drama and LAMDA tutor for over 25 years. She has worked 
extensively as a theatre director with youth groups in Greater  

Manchester. She currently works as a LAMDA Examiner nationally and internationally and 
facilitates workshops in schools, colleges and for drama groups within Cheshire and Greater 

Manchester. Commenting on the workshop with ACT II Sarat said “I was happy to be asked 
and found the students really proactive and a pleasure to work with”.  
We found that Sarat had a lovely relaxed attitude and approach with the students and we 

will definitely be asking her to return to do other workshops.  
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Dates for Diaries Dates for Diaries Dates for Diaries Dates for Diaries     

ACT I Spring  term starts on Saturday the 9th January, 2016 and 

finishes on Saturday the 19th March, 2016. 
 
ACT II Spring term starts on Sunday the 10th January, 2016 and 

finishes on Sunday the 20th March, 2016. 
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Mask WorkshopMask WorkshopMask WorkshopMask Workshop    

For more information you can call 

Head Tutor Valerie Harris  
0161 928 2277  or 
John Banks  

Mobile - 07792 307677 
 

Or you can email us at the following 
info@acts4u.org.uk 

Contacts Contacts Contacts Contacts     
PLEASE NOTE: - If you have  

important information for us or just 
require a quick acknowledgement  

PLEASE PHONE  
- don’t email. 

Emails are only checked once a day. 

Thank you. 

Fees ReminderFees ReminderFees ReminderFees Reminder    

May I please remind parents to ensure that the students bring their fees to the 

first meeting. It makes my job so much easier in keeping the accounts bang up to 
date. Thank you.                                                      Dee Ridgway - Treasurer 

ACT IIIACT IIIACT IIIACT III    

Val with Hannah, Georgina & Adam 

ACT III 
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A.C.T.SA.C.T.SA.C.T.SA.C.T.SA.C.T.SA.C.T.SA.C.T.SA.C.T.S

www:actsdrama.wordpress.com 

One of our students wrote this departing poem about her tutors and I publish it here for 

you to all enjoy. Adults take note!    


