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These last few weeks have 

been VERY busy. With 
Easter so late this year we 
had about 5 weeks to 

actual rehearsal our One 
Act Play Entries! Everyone 

has worked hard to make 
this happen and I thank 
them all, students, tutors 

and helpers alike for pulling together. 
 

I would also particularly like to thank 
Georgina Dalgliesh who first wrote a main 
production for ACT II, a couple of years ago. 

This time she came back to me with a One 
Act play and also took on the task of directing 

it! It was so nice to be able to sit back in just 
an advisable role!  
 

I have felt occasionally that some older 

members of ACTS listen but do not hear what 
is said to them because of lack of 
concentration and sometimes, commitment 

which is essential if they are to progress. This 
does concern me greatly. I hope in 

September that this will change and certainly 
does not apply to the majority.  
 

I would like to thank now Janet Reidsma for 
her invaluable help for the festivals. I am 

sure that her assistance with costume and 
wig helped Lydia in her role as Queen 
Elizabeth I. 

We still hope to find another tutor, preferably 
a young person, to join our team. It is a 

commitment but one that I am sure would be 
very fruitful for all concerned. 

Valerie Harris—Head Tutor 
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CommunicationCommunicationCommunicationCommunication    
Communication is a key word in 

ACTS. In Theatre, it is very 
Important. Otherwise audiences 

will have no idea what is  
happening. Communication can 
be presented in various ways. 

Via written word, dance, song, 
or mime. The best way is  

always via the spoken word. 
The students are taught to 
project and enunciate clearly  

so that the meaning is  
understood by all. Please tell us 

about any activities that may 
clash with our own. We never 
want our students to miss out. 

We are very interested in the 
activities our students engage 

in outside ACTS. To avoid  
Disappointment, please talk to 

us as very few events are 
planned and decided at the last 
minute!! 

PLEASE NOTE: - If you have  

important information for us or just 
require a quick acknowledgement  

PHONE - don’t email. 
 

Emails are only checked once a day 
and our phones don’t have internet!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1st Person: Did you get my email? 
2nd Person: What email? 
1st Person: I sent it on my I Phone. 

2nd Person: Why didn’t you just ring me? 
1st Person: Can I do that? 
 

IT’S GOOD TO TALK! 
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For the last 5 years we have worked very hard at keeping our fees steady but 

we now find ourselves in a position where we need to increase them. This is 
due to rising costs across the board ranging from scripts, royalties, hiring 

costs and now a higher rental fee for ACT II’s new venue. You will be pleased 
to know that the tutors wages will remain at £0.00. They don’t even get their 
phone bills paid which always greatly increases when we have to ring mobiles 

which is why we avoid this unless its an emergency!   
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One Act Transporting & TicketingOne Act Transporting & TicketingOne Act Transporting & TicketingOne Act Transporting & Ticketing    

 

Auditions for A.C.T.S will take place at 10.30am on 
Saturday the 2nd September at ACT I’ s meeting place, the large Unitarian Chapel School 

Room on Sylvan Grove, off Dunham Road, Altrincham, WA14 4NX . We will only have a few 
places this year and although we have increased the number of boys, more would be 
welcome. 

 
All prospective students should give Head Tutor Valerie Harris a call on 0161 928 2277 or 

email us at info@acts4u.org.uk. Students will be expected to read a piece of their own 
choosing. They do not need to learn this off by heart but must be prepared to talk a little 
about themselves. All students must be accompanied by a parent.  

ACT II’s New VenueACT II’s New VenueACT II’s New VenueACT II’s New Venue    

This September, ACT II will start meeting at a new venue. After 6 

years at North Cestrian School, we have had to leave as the school is 
commencing a major re-building programme which is forecast to take 

2 years. We are very grateful to the Head, Mr Bergin, the Bursar 
Patsy Ratcliffe and the caretaker, Peter Broomfield for their support 

and help during our time there. If possible, we hope we can renew the good working 

relationship that we have developed. The news gave us two problems: where would ACT II 
meet weekly and where would we be able to stage our main productions. After some  

Searching, we are pleased to announce that we have managed to secure the Jubilee  
Community Centre which is situated at The Firs, Bowdon, Altrincham, WA14  2TQ. We will 
have use of the Hall, another smaller room, a kitchen, toilets and there is ample parking at 

the front. 
We are now having to find a place for our main productions so if anyone 

can help with this please contact us. Ideally a place that has a stage but 
certainly a kitchen, toilets and easy access. By that we mean not a place 
in the centre of a town with no parking. 

For One Act Play Festivals, our entry fee normally entitles us to a few 

free tickets. We have made it a policy, over the years, that these  
tickets are given out first to parents who kindly offer to transport our 

students to and from the different venues. Sorting out the transport 
and the ticket allocation last year proved difficult. This year it was terrible with people 
changing their minds, deciding they would instead swap to going to different places. 

We cannot thank Alison Kinsey enough for again taking on the thankless task of trying to 
plan everything but it has been a nightmare for her. It has proved very worrying also for the 

tutors who were never sure, even on the designated evenings, who was taking certain 
students and how to transport some back who suddenly decided they wanted to stay longer! 
Therefore we have decided that next year we shall ask if it is possible to not have any free 

tickets but instead a reduction to our entry fees. 

? 
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As usual we again entered 3 Play Festivals. We returned to  

Wilmslow and also the Greater Manchester Drama Federation One 
Act Festival which took place this year at CHADS theatre in 

Cheadle Hulme.  
  

ACT I presented a costume comedy entitled ‘Oh, Mr Shakespeare!’ 

a play by Geoff Bamber directed by John Banks. We had some very 
good feedback concerning the acting and costumes for this entry.   

 
At the GMDF Jamie Bennett was awarded a Certificate of Merit as 
Best Actor for his role as ‘William Shakespeare.’ Lydia Ridgway was 

also awarded a Certificate for her role as ‘Queen Elizabeth I’ in the 
same play. At Wilmslow Lydia went one better and won the Best 

Junior Actress award. 
ACT II performed a brand new play ‘Art is in the Eye of the Beholder’ which was written by 

ex-ACT II student, Georgina Dalgliesh. At the Partington Festival 

we received 2 Best Supporting Actor nominations for Jamie  
Bennett and Alex Swinton. One nomination for Best Supporting  

Actress for Olivia Harris and a nomination for Best Actress for Lydia 
Ridgway. Both ACTS sections were up against 6 other groups and 

also each other. The  adjudicator had to choose from 100 young 
students to give 4 awards to. Not an easy 
task! 

Also at the Partington Festival student 
Georgina Dalgliesh won the award for Best 

Writer and Director of an original play beating 
3 others. She wrote ‘Art is in the Eye of the Beholder’ which was  
performed at all the festivals by ACT II. 
 
Every year is hard but this year we were up against some very 
determined groups. We also had a much shorter rehearsal period due to where Easter fell. It 
would really help if they fixed that date for us! All the students worked very hard and we 

again made an impact with our choice of plays and performances. ACTS is now known for 
producing quality and well performed productions and we are proud of that fact. It is very 

nice to be told at the stage managers meetings, by many people, that they are ‘looking 
forward to seeing our entries’. 

2017 One Act Plays Review2017 One Act Plays Review2017 One Act Plays Review2017 One Act Plays Review    

ACT II SocialACT II SocialACT II SocialACT II Social    

It has now become a tradition that ACT II’s first meeting is a Social one that 

is held at Head Tutor Valerie Harris house. This will take place on Sunday the 
3rd Sept at 10.30am. Although we all gather for a drink and cake, students 

will be expected to prepare a performance piece. This can comprise of  
readings, poems, musical items, in fact anything they wish, as long as it is 
theatre related. We once again hope the weather will be fine so we can all 

enjoy Valerie’s garden and hopefully perform some pieces outside. 

Dates for Diaries Dates for Diaries Dates for Diaries Dates for Diaries     

ACT I Autumn term starts on Saturday the 9th Sept, 2017. 

ACT I Autumn term finishes on Saturday the 16th Dec, 2017. 
 
ACT II Autumn starts on Sunday the 10th Sept, 2017. 

ACT II Autumn term finishes on Sunday the 17th Dec, 2017. 
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Life Is But A Performance 

 

An actor up above on a stage, 

Reciting lines from a script that he has memorized a 100 
times over. 
He goes along with the show,  

Executing his parts perfectly,  
Knowing just when to jump in. 

The crowd goes wild, 
They applaud,  
They scream,  

They loved absolutely everything about his performance. 
And you would too if this poem wasn't about you. 

Yes, I'm talking about you. 
The one reading this poem right now. 
You are the actor, 

The one who wears the mask. 
Your script are the lines that you ingrain in your mind.  

You know, phrases like "I'm fine." 
You put on a performance on this stage called life.  

And your fellow cast mates? 
Well they're your friends, family, co-workers, and acquaintances.  
Face it, life is like a performance,  

And you are just one of the actors. 
Play your part well. 

Contacts Contacts Contacts Contacts     
For more information you can call 

Head Tutor Valerie Harris  
0161 928 2277  or 
 

John Banks  
Mobile - 07792 307677 

 
Or you can email us at the following 

info@acts4u.org.uk 

The End Bit The End Bit The End Bit The End Bit     

It was lovely to have been sent recently this  photograph of our ‘ACT 

III’ section. At present, its members can be found in Denmark,  
Cambridge and Cheshire. We are delighted that this group of ex 

ACTS students still manage to get together whenever possible. It is 
also very nice for the tutors that, whenever they can, they keep in 
touch letting us know how their lives are progressing. We wish them 

all well in the studies and work they are undertaking.   

Our ACT III Our ACT III Our ACT III Our ACT III     

Shakespearean 
Quote 

 of the Month 


