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We have never been afraid 

to face up to new 
challenges and our new 
venue this year did throw 

up a few of those! It was 
hard for everyone not to 

have the chance to do a 
Dress rehearsal on the 
actual stage and I wish to 

congratulate all the students for coping so 
well on the night. We learned a lot and hope 

to be able to make certain changes next 
year. It was lovely to have 2 ex-students 
help out backstage and I hope that Sam and 

Tom will both be available to help us again. 
Our two biggest problems were the Bridge 

Club and audience numbers. We definitely 
need more help with publicity next year. The 
audience numbers were extremely 

disappointing and feasible suggestions would 

be gratefully received. The students work so 
hard and to play to such small numbers was 
very disappointing. It was lovely to see some 

of our ex-students at the performances and 
hope they will come again next year. 

 
We now look forward to the One Act Play 
Festivals and obviously help will be needed 

for transport. I do enjoy taking our students 
to the different venues so that other groups 

can see how good they are and well behaved. 
 
I hope the attendance this term will not be as 

chaotic as for the main productions as it 
made life rather difficult. 

 

 

Valerie Harris—Head Tutor 
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Inside this issue: 
All Those Years Ago!All Those Years Ago!All Those Years Ago!All Those Years Ago!    

They come, they go and some stay the 

course from ACT I to ACT II. Then life 
calls them onwards and another page is 

turned. This year we sadly have to say 
goodbye to ACT II students, Nick 
Dawson and Emma Kinsey.  

 
Nick was with ACTS from the very start 

and his first role was as a rabbit in 
‘Toad of Toad Hall’ being credited as 
‘The Frightened One’. Over the years he 

has played many different parts and 
trod the boards for us this year as ‘God’. Well you can’t get any higher or a 

bigger role than that! He is hoping to go to Sheffield University to study 
medicine.  
Emma joined a year after Nick and her first role was in our production of 

‘Treasure Island ‘ as the parrot, ‘Captain Flint’. We have seen her develop 
as an actress over the years in some very demanding roles. Her hopes are 

to become a professional actor and she is looking to attend Drama School.  
 

They have both been a joy to work with and all our hopes and good wishes 
go with them. We will miss them.    
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This year we performed two comedies with slightly religious 

connections! The first was especially written for ACT I after they 
had enjoyed so much the play ‘Wine on the Rug’. That play had 

been written by ACT II student, Chris Bennett and was  
performed by them last year. So  tutor, John Banks wrote and 
directed ‘The Sisterhood’ which although set in a convent had 

the bodies piling up!  
ACT II went to Heaven to give us ‘Crazy Horses’, a play that  

concerned an unsatisfactory job swap amongst the 4 Horsemen 
sorry, Horse people of the Apocalypse.  Directed by Valerie Harris it certainly gave us food 
for thought to those of us who thought God was an old man with a long white beard! 

 
Once again Peter Ning, Geoff Reyner and Janet Reidsma worked hard behind the scenes with 

help from Sam Hodge and Tom Ridgway. A very big THANK YOU to Kate Holland who once 
more organised our front of house. Thank you to everyone who helped in any way as we 
really cannot put these plays on without your support. 

This year we performed in a brand new venue which had its 
limitations but everyone pulled together to make it work.  

However, we were very disappointed in the VERY small  
audience numbers, the worse we have had since we started 

ACTS. Certain errors were made and will be discussed at our 
next Committee meeting but we ask everyone to help us 
 increase the numbers for next year. It is so disheartening for 

the students to see so little reward when so much work is done.  
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For more information you can call 

Head Tutor Valerie Harris on 
0161 928 2277  or 

Tutor John Banks  

Mobile - 07792 307677 
 

Or email us at the following 
info@acts4u.org.uk 

Contacts Contacts Contacts Contacts     

2018 Main Productions Review2018 Main Productions Review2018 Main Productions Review2018 Main Productions Review    

Suit CarriersSuit CarriersSuit CarriersSuit Carriers    

In the past, zipped suit carriers have proved invaluable in keeping the costumes we hire all 

together and clean. Also, transporting and carrying them is so much 
easier. Unfortunately, during the year we always seem to lose a few to 

 unexplained damage. To be fair they were never made as hardy for the 
purposes we employ. So once more we are again asking if you have any 
spare that we could have. The LONGER zipped carriers are particularly 

useful as certain items can then be hung without them getting creased! If 
you therefore have any ZIPPED ones please let us know as they will be 

gratefully accepted and will be used!. 

PLEASE NOTE: - If you have  

important information for us or just 
require a quick acknowledgement  

PLEASE PHONE  
- don’t email. 

Emails are only checked once a day and 

our phones don’t have internet!  

After several years as a Committee member Dee 

Gallagher has had to step down from her duties. We would like to take this 
opportunity to thank her for the work she did for ACTS. Therefore, we 

have a space to fill. We only meet once a term to make decisions about 
planned activities, receive honest feedback about what we do/have done 
and discuss how A.C.T.S can be improved. If you feel you can contribute 

to A.C.T.S in this way, please contact Val for a chat.  

Committee Member NeededCommittee Member NeededCommittee Member NeededCommittee Member Needed    

ACT II with Val 

‘The Sisterhood’of ACT I 
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We seem hardly to have had time to draw breath before The One 

Act Festival season is upon us! As usual we are going to be  
entering 3 Play Festivals. We are returning to Chelford this  

instead of entering the GMDF. The reason being that Chelford is 
going to bi-annual from this year onwards and the GMDF venue is 
just too far away. We will also be returning to Wilmslow and 

Glossop. Please note the following dates:  
 

A) Chelford One Act Play Festival; Thurs 7th –Sat 9th June   
 
B) Wilmslow One Act Play Festival; Tues 12th -  Sat 16th 

June   
 

C) Partington (Glossop) One Act Play Festival; Mon 9th - Sat 14th July.  
   
As usual, we are applying to perform at the end of the week as we are well aware of school 

the next day and people with exams. Final performance dates will be sent out as soon as we 
have them. 

ACT I will be presenting ‘The Scottish Play’ or as it is better 
known ‘Macbeth’, not the two hour play by Shakespeare but a 

much shorter version written by Geoff  Bamber. This will be the 
third time we have performed a play by Geoff who sadly died 
last year. Head Tutor, Valerie Harris will be on directing duties. 

 
From comedy to drama ACT II will be 

performing the N. J. Warburton play 
‘Sour Grapes and Ashes’. Set on a hillside. a final decision has to 
made about who goes first, Dad or Derek? Intrigued? Make sure 

you come and see the play to unravel the mystery. Tutor, John 
Banks will be directing. 

One Act Play Festivals 2018One Act Play Festivals 2018One Act Play Festivals 2018One Act Play Festivals 2018    

Props are important for plays and we are always on the lookout for 

 unusual props and items. At the moment we could do with a whiskey  
bottle, retro phones (eg:ex-GPO type), candle sticks, flat caps and 

 waistcoats to add to our small store. These are items we seem to end up 
using more than once but at present are always having to hire. Storage 
has always been a major problem and until that can be solved we have to 

sadly turn down large items like barrels and pieces of furniture. If you come across anything 
during your Spring/Summer clean that you think could be of use to us, 

please contact us first before your bin sees it.  

Theatre Props Theatre Props Theatre Props Theatre Props     

• The word ‘tragedy’ comes from a Greek expression meaning ‘goat 

song’ 

• …and ‘theatre’ from a Greek verb meaning ‘to behold’. 

• Rather than clapping their hands to applaud Ancient Greek audiences stamped their feet . 

• World Theatre Day has been held on March 27 every year since 1962. 

• The oldest play still in existence is The Persians by Aeschylus, written in 472 BC.  

More Theatre FactsMore Theatre FactsMore Theatre FactsMore Theatre Facts    
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The End Bit The End Bit The End Bit The End Bit     

 

© A.C.T.S. 2018 

A L T R IN CHAM  CR EA T I V E  T H EA T R E  S CHOO L  

A.C.T.SA.C.T.SA.C.T.SA.C.T.SA.C.T.SA.C.T.SA.C.T.SA.C.T.S

www:actsdrama.wordpress.com 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
I am not a ‘Facebooker’. I do not feel it is necessary for people to know what I am doing, 

where I am on holiday (burglars love Facebook), the mistakes I make or what my friends 
think of me. Thanks to Jeanette Atkinson therefore for the following : 

 

For those of my generation who do not and cannot comprehend why Facebook 
exists: I am trying to make friends outside of Facebook applying the same  

principles. 
 

Therefore, every day, I walk down the street and tell passers-by what I have 
eaten, how I feel at the moment, what I’ve done the night before, what I will do 

later, and with whom. 

 
I give them pictures of my family, my dog, and of me gardening, taking things 

apart in the garage, watering the lawn, standing in front of landmarks, driving 
around town, having lunch and doing what anybody and everybody does every 

day. 

 
I also listen to their conversations, give them the ‘thumbs up’ and tell them I 

like them. 
 

And it works just like Facebook. 

 
I already have four people following me; two police officers, a private  

investigator and a psychiatrist! 

Dates for Diaries Dates for Diaries Dates for Diaries Dates for Diaries     

ACT I Summer term finishes on Saturday the 14th July, 2018. 

ACT II Summer term finishes on Sunday the 15th July, 2018. 


