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Happy 2019 to you all and 

I hope you have all had a 

very good Christmas.  We 

have already started 

rehearsals for our main 
productions this year and 

you can read more about 

those inside. We also have 

already, for the second 

year running, managed to obtain well in 

advance the dates for the One Act Play 

Festivals. Please do put these into your 
diaries! We will, as always, ask for evening 

performances toward the end of the festival 

weeks as we are well aware that there is 

school the next day. We cannot promise we 

will get these for certain at this stage so 

please don’t assume. As with everything we 
do we will let you know well in advance. If 

you have plans yourselves such as a wedding 

or holiday, then please inform us so that the 

information can go directly into the ACTS 

diary. We will then not be waiting if students 

do not appear at meetings. As you are aware, 
we take mobile numbers as an emergency 

number. Although no longer a teenager 

myself, I am not against modern technology 

but ACTS does not pay my phone bill! To 

contact you, we use landlines and, if need be, 

email. 

Finally, and I know this sounds like a never 
ending record, we have not given up hope of 

finding another tutor. We wish to ensure the 

future of ACTS and the individual care and 

attention we give our students. This is what 

makes ACTS special and different to all other 

schools. If you know anyone, please ring me. 
Valerie Harris—Head Tutor 
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Inside this issue: 

PLEASE NOTE: - If you have  

important information for us   

PHONE - don’t email. 
 

Emails are only checked once a day and our phones don’t have 

internet!  

Term Fee Increase 

Ever since we started ACTS, we have constantly worked hard to provide 

the best with the resources we have. We were lucky in getting some  

donations and a couple of grants to help us in the early days but that sadly 

has not happened in recent years. However, we have still managed to 

score some great successes with very careful budgeting and just the term 

fees. Unhappily, production costs for everything just go up and never 
down and this year our student numbers were low. After some debate, the  

Committee have had to make the decision to increase fees to £60.00 per 

term. This will take effect from Easter 2019. You will be relieved to hear 

that the tutors wages remain, as ever, the same at £0.0!  

We are always planning ahead, working to provide first class teaching and 

professionally run workshops for the students. If  

anyone has any ideas how we could replenish our  
coffers which will enable us to continue doing this then 

please get in touch.  

Dee Ridgway—ACTS Treasurer 
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This year we have two very different plays for you 

to enjoy. ACT I are doing a black comedy/ thriller 

entitled ‘Agatha Crusty And The Murder Mystery 

Dinner’. The story concerns a group of people who 

are having a dinner party to celebrate 10 

successful years of the Mighty Midget Vacuum 
Cleaners. They decide to have a murder mystery 

dinner and invite as a special guest the well known 

crime novelist, Agatha Crusty. As the evening goes on, the murder dinner is no longer a 

game as real murders begin to happen! Directed by John Banks, this will have audiences 

scratching their heads as they try to figure out who is who and who did what! 

 

ACT II meanwhile take on a contemporary classic, ‘Blood Brothers ‘ 
by Wily Russell. We must point out that this is the play version not 

the musical as that version will be on a national tour so is not 

 available to any society to perform. The students were very happy 

when they discovered that we were able to offer them this challenge 

and the production is being directed by Head Tutor, Valerie Harris. 

 
Please add to your diaries these important dates. 

 

TECH/DRESS Rehearsals for both sections will be held on 

Saturday the 30th March. 

 

ACT I will perform ‘Agatha Crusty and the Murder Mystery Dinner’ on the 4th and 
5th of April. Start time will be 7.30pm 

 

ACT II will perform ‘Blood Brothers’ on the 2nd and 3rd of April. Start time will be 

7.30pm 

 

The plays will again be performed at St Peter’s Assembly Rooms in Hale and help will be 

needed please for front of house duties. Last year we did very badly as regards audience 
numbers. We hope that the fact we are doing ‘Blood Brothers’ may bring in some groups. 

Either way, we do need everyone’s help to  promote the plays and therefore improve the  

audiences for our students so that this year we can at least cover our costs. 

ACTS PR 

We now have, thanks to Becky Fitch, an Instagram account for ACTS. The 

address is altrincham_creative _theatre 

We also have our webpage and not one but two Facebook pages as well. 

One is a public page and the other a closed group page for the students. 

Any student, 13 yrs or older, may join this page thus allowing them to 

share comments and view all the photos that are taken at various activities. May we  
reassure parents that both pages are very closely monitored.  

Main Plays 2019 

The strict requirements concerning Child Safe Guarding are 

constantly being updated and enforced. So, although the  

tutors are DBS certified and are also going to be registered as 

ACTS Chaperones, we will need some additional people to 

help backstage when we perform our productions. You don’t 

have to do anything other than be available, if needed, to 
back up the tutors during actual performances. If you feel you 

could help us with this, please give our Head Tutor, Valerie Harris a call.  
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One Act Plays 2019 

Dates for Diaries  
ACT I Spring term starts on Saturday the 5th Jan, 2019. 

and finishes on Saturday the 13th April, 2019. 

 

ACT II Spring term starts on Sunday the 6th Jan, 2019. 

and finishes on Sunday the 16th April, 2019. 

Contacts  

For more information you can call 

Head Tutor Valerie Harris  

0161 928 2277  or 

 

John Banks  
Mobile - 07792 307677 

Or you can email us at the 

following info@acts4u.org.uk 

 

ACT I LAMDA Workshop 

We were delighted to welcome actor, director and 

LAMDA examiner Sarat Broughton who found time in 

her very busy schedule to run a theatre workshop for 

ACT I.  The students explored several different ways of 

interacting and responding via group improvisation. 

Through a series of other exercises, they also discussed  

levels of status using both physical and vocal skills. The 

students found the whole morning very interesting and 

said it helped expand their dramatic skills. She has already agreed to return and run another 

workshop later this year for ACT II. Sarat is very happy to provide workshops to other 

drama societies and theatre groups and works regularly with both children and adults. You 

can contact her by emailing sarat9@btinternet.com or ringing 07970412171. 

Easter Auditions 

At Easter, we will have some students leaving us from 

ACT II and others moving up from ACT I. There will be  

Therefore, vacancies in both sections. If you know 

anyone who would be interested in joining the school, 

then please let us know. 

Sarat with ACT I. 

There is barely time to draw breath after the main productions before we 

start rehearsals for the One Act Play Festivals. This year we will be 

returning to the GMDF, which will be held once more in Cheadle, to  

Wilmslow and Glossop. We are very lucky to once more get the dates well 

in advance so please put these into your diaries. If you discover any  

problems which may mean your child cannot attend any of these then 
please inform us as soon as possible. The dates are as follows: 

 

 GMDF One Act Play Festival—3th June-8th June 

 Wilmslow One Act Play Festival—11th June - 15th June 

 Glossop One Act Play Festival— 8th July-13th July.   
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www:actsdrama.wordpress.com 

As the old year dies and 

the new one starts to 
turn, are we thinking of 

making or trying to 
keep some heart felt 

and well meaning 
 resolutions? 

 
If not, then maybe the 
little prayer on the left 

will just help us along 
our way.  

 
Happy 2019! 

The End Bit  

1. The song traditionally sung on New Year’s, “Auld Lang Syne,” means “times gone by”. 

2. Black eyed peas, ham, and cabbage are considered good luck if you eat them on New 
Year’s Eve or Day because it is believed they will bring you money. 

3. Lobster and chicken are considered bad luck because lobsters can move backward and 

chickens can scratch in reverse, so it is thought these foods could bring a reversal of        

fortune. 

4. Time Square New Year’s Eve Ball was first dropped in 1907 after there was a fireworks 

ban. The original ball weighed 700 pounds and featured 100 25-watt bulbs. Much different to 
the ball we know today! 

5. The earliest known New Year celebrations were in Mesopotamia and date back to 2000 

B.C. 

6. January is named after Janus, the god with two faces, one looking forward and one    

looking backward. He is the god of beginnings, transitions, gates, doors, passages, and  

endings. 

7. To ensure a year of good luck, firecrackers and noisemakers became tradition in order to 
scare away any remaining evil spirits and to ensure a brand new start. 

Did you Know? 


