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The spoken word has never 

been bettered and prompt 

communication is essential.  

Maybe its my age but I 

never understand why 
people don’t use their 

phones for what they were 

created for in the first 

place! This year producing 

ACT I’s play was particularly difficult. I want 

to thank John, who is still not 100%, for 

struggling through while battling an acute 
attack of sciatica which left him crippled for 

several weeks. I also hope the attendance 

this term will not be as chaotic as for the 

main productions as it made life very  

difficult. 

Everything goes up and as reported in the 
last newsletter fees will now be £60 per term.   

Production costs seem to go up every year 

and low audience numbers never help. ACTS 

is mainly financed by the fees. Although we 

do apply for grants any further money comes 

from donations. Therefore, I would like to 
thank my brother for his generous donation  

recently given to ACTS which helped pay for 

the hiring of the  St Peter’s Assembly Rooms.  

 

I would like to thank Becky Fitch who has, as 

often as she can, been to help me with ACT 

II’s play. We would still love to have a long 
term permanent addition to the teaching 

staff. On  a personal note I would like to 

thank Luke, Hannah and Jade for their hard 

work and loyalty during their time with ACTS.  

Bless you. 

    
Valerie Harris—Head Tutor 
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Inside this issue: 

PLEASE NOTE: - If you have  

important information for us   

PHONE - don’t email. 
 

Emails are only checked once a day and our phones don’t have 

internet!  

Vacancies in ACT I 

We have 4 students who will be moving up to ACT I and sadly another has 

had to leave as his family has moved out of the area. Therefore, there will 

be several vacancies in the junior section in  September. We will be  

advertising these but if you know of anyone who would like to join or is 

interested, please ask them to get in touch with Head Tutor, Valerie Harris. 

Thank you Frank 
We would like to mention and thank, Frank Tolley 

who at 97 years old is our oldest supporter. He 

always offers to help in any way he can and is one of 

the front of house team for our plays. Frank gave 

another donation to ACTS from the money he made 

from the poem he sold at the main productions. 
Thank you, Frank for your continued support.  
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We seem hardly to have had time to draw breath before The One 

Act Festival season is upon us! As usual, we are entering 3 Play 

Festivals. Please note the following dates if you have not done so 

already: 

  

  GMDF One Act Play Festival—3th June-8th June 
    Wilmslow One Act Play Festival—11th June - 15th June 

    Glossop One Act Play Festival— 8th July-13th July.   

 

As usual, we are applying to perform at the end of the week as we are well aware of school 

the next day and people with exams. Final performance dates will be sent out as soon as we 

have them. 

 
This year, both sections will be performing plays that we have done before 

back in the mist of time! ACT I will be undertaking a melodrama entitled 

‘Hiss the Villain’. This is to be directed by Valerie Harris and was last  

performed by a junior section that Val was in charge of back in 2004, 

before ACTS was born. The story concerns infamous banker ,Silas Snaker 

and his clerk, Bowler who contrive to rob Captain Noble of his savings. The 
Captain dies from the shock leaving Miss Lucy in dire straits. When Bowler 

sees her plight, he repents and decides to get the money back from Snaker. 

 

Meanwhile, ACT II will  perform a play we last did in 2012. Directed by 

John Banks and written by none other than Alan Ayckbourn, ‘Ernie’s  

Incredible Illucinations’ is a comedy. Young Ernie has been worrying 
his Mum and Dad with his ‘illucinations’ so they take him to the  

doctor. As he recounts them, we see them come to life on the stage 

before us. 

One Act Play Festivals 2019 

After several years as a Committee member, Kate Holland is 

stepping down from her duties. We would like to take this  

opportunity to thank her for all the support and work she has 

done for ACTS. Many of you will know Kate as, for several 

years, she very kindly took on the role of organising the Front 

of House staff for all our main  productions. Therefore, we 
have a space to fill. The Committee only meet once a term to 

discuss the plays, make decisions about planned activities, give the tutors honest feedback 

about what we do/have done and discuss how A.C.T.S can be improved. If you feel you can 

support and contribute to A.C.T.S in this way, please contact Head Tutor, Valerie Harris for a 

chat.  

Committee Member Needed 

It’s considered unlucky to wish someone good luck in the theatre. 

There are a number of ways of wishing someone good luck  

without saying it, the most common being “Break a leg”. Although 

one of the most well-known theatre traditions, it does not appear to 

have existed in English speaking theatre until the 1920s and its  

origins are obscure.  There are countless theories of its origins, but 
no definitive answer as to where it all started. The most likely is that 

it was assumed wishing someone good luck would jinx them.  

Breaking a leg during a performance would be extremely 

unlucky.  There may or may not have been a number of other bad 

wishes used, but “break a leg” seems to be the one that has stuck. 

Break A Leg 
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ACT I performed ’Agatha Crusty and the Murder  

Mystery Dinner. With hindsight, this was quite a complex 

play and needed great teamwork to make it work. This 

proved very difficult to achieve because, out of 13 weeks 

of rehearsals, director, John Banks only ever had his full 

cast twice! The interaction therefore between various 
cast members was not quite as slick as one would have 

wished. We are well aware that it is hard to get people to 

attend junior productions and were very disappointed at the low turnout for ACT I’s play. 

This was a great shame as, against the odds, they had all worked very hard. 

  

After being unable to get permission to perform’ An Inspector Calls’, we were delighted to be 

able to finally secure the licence to perform Willy Russell's 
celebrated ‘Blood Brothers’. Most people probably know 

the musical version better but Head Tutor, Valerie Harris 

put her directing talent to work and gave us an excellent 

production of the play version. It was a great challenge 

for all the students to undertake and under Val’s guiding 

hand, they rose to the occasion.  
 

The tutors would like to thank Janet Reidsma, Geoff  

Reyner and Sam Shodkin-Hodge who again came to help 

us backstage this year. Your presence is very reassuring. This year, they were joined by 

Becky Fitch, who like Sam is an ex-ACTS student. Thank you also to John Wooler and Beth 

at the Assembly Rooms and Grace Reed from Wilmslow Wardrobe - all who helped us greatly 
and this is very much appreciated when putting on these big productions. Finally, to Kate 

Holland and all those people who helped Front of House. We really cannot present these 

plays without your support.  
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2019 Main Productions Review 

Dates for Diaries  

ACT I Summer term finishes on Saturday the 13th July, 2019. 

ACT II Summer term finishes on Sunday the 14th July, 2019. 

We’re always on the lookout for such items as ex-GPO phones, candle 

sticks, flat caps and waistcoats to add to our small store. These are 

items we seem to end up using more than once but, at present, are  

always having to hire. Storage is a major problem so no big items can 

be accepted. We are still looking for a small bench as this is always very useful. So if you 

come across anything unusual during any clearouts this summer that you think could be of 
use to us, please contact us first before your bin sees it. Thank you. 

Theatre Props  

Things go in Three’s 
They come, we watch them grow and then they seem to go all so 

quickly. Three of our senior ACT II students have left us for Higher 

Education. All three last tread the boards in our recent production of 

‘Blood Brothers’. Hannah Bowdon is going to Newcastle to study Bio-

Medical Science, Jade McGovern is taking a year out before going to 

Drama school while Luke Holland will be going off to do either a  
Cookery course or also head to Drama school.  

They have been a strong asset and have all been a joy to work with. 

All our hopes and good wishes go with them. We will miss them.    
From left to right  

Jade, Luke & Hannah 

ACT I 

ACT II 
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The End Bit  

 

© A.C.T.S. 2019 

A L T R I N C H A M  C R E A T I V E  T H E A T R E  S C H O O L  

A.C.T.SA.C.T.S

For more information you can call 

Head Tutor Valerie 

Harris on  

0161 928 2277  or 

Tutor John Banks  
Mobile - 07792 307677 

 

Or email us at the following ; 

info@acts4u.org.uk 

Contacts  

www:actsdrama.wordpress.com 

Whatever teachers say, children always have an answer they can’t fault! 
 

TEACHER:   Maria, go to the map and find North America.  
MARIA: Here it is.  

TEACHER:   Correct. Now class, who discovered America?  
CLASS: Maria.  

 
TEACHER: John, why are you doing your math multiplication on the floor?  

JOHN: You told me to do it without using tables.  
 

TEACHER: Donald, what is the chemical formula for water?  
DONALD: H I J K L M N O.  

TEACHER:  What are you talking about?  
DONALD:     Yesterday you said it's H to O.  

 
TEACHER:  Winnie, name one important thing we have today that we didn't have ten years ago.  

WINNIE: Me!  
 

TEACHER:  Glen, why do you always get so dirty?  
GLEN: Well, I'm a lot closer to the ground than you are.  

 
TEACHER:   George Washington not only chopped down his father's cherry tree, 
 but also admitted it.  Now, Louis, do you know why his father didn't punish him?  

LOUIS:  Because George still had the axe in his hand.     
 

TEACHER: Now, Simon, tell me frankly, do you say prayers before eating?  
SIMON: No sir, I don't have to. My Mum is a good cook.  

 
TEACHER:   Clyde , your composition on 'My Dog' is exactly the same as your brother's.  

Did you copy his?  
CLYDE : No, sir. It's the same dog  

 

TEACHER:  Harold, what do you call a person who keeps on talking when people  
 are no longer interested?  

HAROLD:   A teacher  


