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I was going to start with 

Happy Easter but it has 

sadly not been a happy 

event this year. This should 

also have been a ‘happy’ 
newsletter celebrating all 

the work our students did 

for the main productions.  

Especially ACT II who were 

tackling a particularly complex play. We were 

so close and the plays were slowly coming 

together nicely. I am sure you would have 
enjoyed them both.  

 

As it turned out, major decisions had to be 

made to protect all of us as the world faces 

an unprecedented situation not seen since 

the Second World War.  
 

In September we will be celebrating our 10th 

year and I sincerely hope that we will all be 

able to join together to mark that occasion. 

  

A heartfelt plea from me. Could you please 
ensure that the students read the newsletter 

and also do send it onto family, friends and 

anyone who you feel would find it of interest. 

It is a useful PR tool for us. Even more so in 

that we need to build up ACT I. See the 

article below.  

 
 Finally, I am confident we will get through 

this although hard times still lay ahead, of 

that I have no doubt. In the meantime, the 

tutors join me in saying to you all keep well, 

stay safe.  

 
Valerie Harris—Head Tutor 
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Inside this issue: 

There are now vacancies for ACT I and so we are already looking for fresh 

students to fill a huge gap that will occur in September when several  

returning students will be moving on to ACT II. We will really need to build 

up the junior section! If you, your family, friends or colleagues know of 

anyone who may be interested, could you please ask them to get in touch 

with Valerie Harris on 0161 928 2277 or they can email us at 
info@acts4u.org.uk.  

Val is very happy to speak to people and answer any questions they may 

have. To safeguard ACTS future, we need your help and support.  

PLEASE NOTE: - If you have  important information for us   

PHONE - Do not email! 
 

Emails are only checked once a day  

Our phones do not have internet!  
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It was a sad and difficult decision to make but a very necessary one. To 

first downscale and then cancel the main plays was hard. All the students 

had worked on their roles and not to get the chance to show what they had 

achieved was very disappointing.  

 

Behind the scenes, we have been working very hard to recoup as much 
expense as possible. To a certain extent, we have been successful but sadly we will not be 

able to recoup the cost for the hire of ACT II’s scripts. We had put out an urgent request for 

these scripts to be returned to us before the strict travel ban was imposed so we could get 

some of our money back. Three students did not return their scripts to us, be it in person or 

by post, and so we have incurred the full cost which could so easily have been avoided. They 

will have to return them as soon as it becomes possible. 

 
ACT I’s scripts were not such an urgent problem as ACTS were able to have these published 

and printed. However, all scripts will need to be returned from both sections. Any that are 

not and are lost will have to be replaced.  

 

As it turned out, both St Peter’s and the Unitarian Hall were closed down so 

we were able to get both our hire fees refunded. We attempted to return the 
costumes but the wardrobe was closed. However, as the wardrobe lady was 

not informed of the closure of the building, we have managed to get a 50% 

reduction off our hire charges.     

 

We do at some stage hope we can perform these plays as both were very 

different and offered our students many challenges. 

Main Plays 2020  

Contacts  

For more information you can call Head 

Tutor Valerie Harris on  

0161 928 2277  or 

 

John Banks  
Mobile - 07792 307677 

 

Or you can email us at the 

following 

info@acts4u.org.uk 

Curtain  
Up? 

One Act Play Festivals 2020 

Due to irregular attendance, and only a 6 week rehearsal  

Period, we had already decided that ACTS would not be 

entering any of the One Act Play Festivals in 2020. Since that 

decision was made, the Covid-19 struck making all theatre 

schools and groups preparations for this and other 

productions impossible. We were also fully aware that many 
of our students had exams coming up and commitments with 

their Duke of Edinburgh schemes. Again all these have sadly suffered and we offer our  

sympathies to all the students who were involved with one or both of these activities.  

 

We had already said that we would re-enter the One Act Play Festivals next year and this 

will go ahead as announced.  

Dates for Diaries  

Please note we are looking 

to recommence classes in 

Sept, 2020.  

 

There will be a date for 
auditions and an ACT II 

social at Val’s, as is now 

traditional. Actual dates 

will be sent out to you 

nearer the time. 
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Drama Workshops 

We informed you in the last newsletter that, to compensate for the  

decision we took not to enter the One Act Play Festivals, we were  

planning to run some theatre workshops for both sections. Since then, 

dates had been fixed for 4 workshops to take place. As recent events 

are going to make these impossible to run now and as we have no 

time scale, we promise that they will not be cancelled, merely  
postponed until such time they can be rescheduled once we are up and 

running again. 

 

We have booked another Make Up Workshop, and are delighted that actor, director and 

LAMDA examiner Sarat Broughton has agreed to return to run two workshops, one with each 

section.  

Also our friend, Renny Krupinski who is an award-winning writer, 
actor, director and internationally acclaimed fight director has 

agreed to run a Stage Fight Workshop for ACT II. We also hope to 

possibly have a couple more theatre based workshops but this will 

all depend on what occurs over the next few months.   

We would like to give a very warm welcome to Sally Passey who  

recently joined the ACTS Committee. At her very first meeting, Sally 

was very active and gave us some very good feedback on various  

topics. There is still room for one more person to join us so, if you feel 

you could be that person, then give Valerie Harris a call on 0161 928 

2277 for a chat. We do need to spread the load. 

Odd Props 

Some plays call for some odd props. Many years ago, I recall doing a 

production of ‘The Wizard of Oz’ where we had to find a way to  

transport the lead character, Dorothy, back home to Kansas. The  

production was being performed in a small theatre with a low ceiling. 

Ideas flew back and forth. How about a balloon? They wouldn’t let us cut 

a hole in the roof. A rocket? Too dangerous. A carriage? The doors into the theatre were too 
small. A bicycle? Lacked imagination! We knew it had to look special. So we decided to put a 

list on the main door for various props that we needed and see if anyone could help.  

 

A couple of days later the director received a phone call. ‘I have something that may be of 

help’ the mysterious voice at the other end of the line said. “In fact, I have two! Come and 

see and you can decide for yourself’. Our intrigued director set off the next day and came 

back totally over the moon. “ Problem solved’ he said at the next rehearsal. ’”It’s being 
dropped off Friday evening.” As you can guess, no one was late for that rehearsal.   

 

We all trooped into the theatre and there lay an object covered with a sheet. “Dorothy”, said 

the director, “Your carriage awaits” and he pulled back the sheet revealing a Sinclair C5. 

This chap actually had 2 in his shed and was more than happy for us to borrow one. We 

carefully dressed it up and added coloured balloons as a finishing touch. At the end of each 
performance, Dorothy climbed in and made her grand exit! 

 

So, if you think you may have something different that we could use in a play, please don’t 

throw it away. Give us a call. Val’s shed is pretty full so anything like the above would be 

out. But, if you have anything unusual, do contact us. You never know, you may see it  

being used in one of our productions! 
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The End Bit  

 

Theatre Facts 

 The complete works of Shakespeare uses a vocabulary of 17,677 words. About 1,700 of 

these are words believed to have been invented by Shakespeare himself.  

 

 There has been a theatre on the site of Theatre Royal Drury Lane since 1663. The current 

building is the 4th theatre, after 2 fires and 1 demolition.  

 
 The world's tallest proscenium arch in a theatre is at the Siam Niramit, Bangkok. It is 

11.95m high.  

 

 The word "audition" originally referred to a trial in the legal sense.  

 

 Before his infamy as Abraham Lincoln's assassin, John Wilkes Booth was a successful  

     actor, acclaimed by audience and critics alike. He was well known for his energetic 
     performances.  


