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The last six weeks of this 

term were very difficult 

with many students 

missing due to D of E 

activities. While we 
strongly support the D of E 

Award, there were also  

holidays and days out that 

we did not know about 

until the last minute or not at all. This made 

the rehearsal period a very stressful one for 

both the students who faithfully attended and 
tutors who were often in the dark and 

therefore concerned about the welfare of non 

arrivals. 

 

Can I draw your attention to the Members 

Information Sheet you were all given when 
students joined under the sub heading :  

Attendance 

Parents/guardians need to advise of individual situation 

which might be deemed relevant including but not 

restricted to following examples - illness, medical 

condition, allergy, etc. 

Absence to be advised ideally at least 24 hours 

beforehand. 

Individuals should ideally be present 5 minutes before 

actual start time because of safeguarding requirement to 

complete attendance register. 

 

Hopefully, parents could bear this in mind in 
the future. 

 

Finally, we have not given up hope of finding 

more help as we wish to ensure the future of 

ACTS and the individual care we give each 

one of our students. 
Valerie Harris—Head Tutor 
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Inside this issue: 

There will be several vacancies for ACT I this coming September. Due to 

students moving on to ACT II, we really need to build up the junior section.  

If you, your family, friends or colleagues know of anyone who may be 

Interested, could you please ask them to get in touch with Val on 0161 928 

2277 or they can email us at info@acts4u.org.uk.  Val is very happy to 

speak and meet people over the summer and answer any questions they 
may have. We really need your help and support on this to safeguard ACTS 

future. 

The auditions will take place at 10.30am on Saturday the 7th September at 

the large Unitarian Chapel School Room on Sylvan Grove, off Dunham 

Road, Altrincham, WA14 4NX . The audition is very simple. Students are  

expected to read a piece of their own choosing. They do not need to learn 

this off by heart. Afterwards, they will be asked a few questions about 
themselves. It is essential due to the strict safeguarding regulations these 

days that all students must be accompanied by a parent.  

PLEASE NOTE: - If you have  important information for us   

PHONE - Do not email! 
 

Emails are only checked once a day and our phones do not have 

internet!  
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There was no time to draw breath before we plunged straight 

into rehearsals for our one act plays. ACT I tried out a new 

theatre genre with which they did very well. Entitled ‘Hiss the 

Villain’, this was a typical Victorian melodrama. The hard part 

was getting the cast to learn how to overact but not to 

pantomime the play! Not easy to do! At the GMDF One Act 
Play Festival, ACT I impressed the adjudicator and she 

awarded us two trophies. One went to Stephen Preston for his 

portray of ‘Bowler’ and the other went to director, Valerie Harris and the whole cast for ‘Best 

Production’.  

At the Wilmslow One Act Play Festival, we were sadly the only junior entry. Therefore, the 

awards for that section were not awarded. However, we gained something which meant, 

certainly for John Banks, a lot more. Syd Mence was an actor, writer and director and a very 
active member of the Wilmslow Guild Players until his death 21 years ago. He directed and 

acted in many plays but also wrote, directed and starred in his speciality pantomimes. John 

worked for many years with Syd and stage managed and starred in his last production which 

was ‘Babes in the Wood’. ‘The Syd Mence Cup: For a Piece of Theatre Magic’ was presented 

by his widow to the Festival after his death. This cup was to be awarded for anything that 

the adjudicator considered to be a piece of theatre magic. We were delighted that they  
considered that the whole production of ‘Hiss the Villain’ produced that ‘magic’. At the  

festival in Glossop, Oliver Dillon was nominated for the Best Actor award but it was actually 

awarded to Stephen Preston making it a double for him. 

 

Meanwhile, ACT II performed a play that we had already  

successfully produced back in 2012. Written by none other than 
Alan Ayckbourn, ‘Ernie’s Incredible Illucinations’ is a gentle  

comedy about the ‘Illucinations’ imagined by a young boy Ernie. 

At the Wilmslow One Act Play Festival, it won the ‘Best Youth  

Production’ and Will Cleary won ‘Best Youth Actor’ for his role as 

’Ernie’. While at Glossop, Jamie Bennett was awarded a 

Certificate of Merit for the 3 roles he played in that production. 

 
 An important thank you to both Janet Reidsma and Becky Fitch 

who helped us backstage at these Festivals. We would like to give a special big thank you to 

Stevie Bell from Bells Gym in Altrincham. In ACT II’s play, there was an important boxing 

scene and we were concerned about having proper protection for the 2 students involved. 

Stevie came to the rescue by donating to ACTS, two sets of boxing 

gloves which allowed the two boys to safely throw real punches without 
doing themselves any damage. This gave them a lot of confidence and 

the fight scene was so good that it was commended by the different 

adjudicators. 

2019 One Act Plays Review 

Dates for Diaries  

Please note the extra dates : 

 

ACT I Autumn term starts on Saturday the 14th Sept, 2019. 

ACT I Autumn term finishes on Saturday the 14th Dec, 2019. 

 
ACT II Autumn starts on Sunday the 14th Sept, 2019. 

ACT II Autumn term finishes on Sunday the 15th Dec, 2019. 

 

There will be no meetings on Saturday the 19th and Sunday the 

20th October. 

ACT I 

ACT II 
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We have been again been unsuccessful in gaining any grants 

to help run the school this year and so it is still exclusively 

funded by students fees. Therefore, please help us by 

ensuring that they are paid at the first meeting back in 

September. Thank you.    Dee Ridgway—ACTS Treasurer 
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Term Fees  

As is now tradition, ACT II’s first meeting is a Social one held at 

Val’s house. This will take place on Sunday the 8th Sept at 

10.30am. All students will be expected to prepare a performance 

piece which can be anything so long as it is theatre related. Music, 

be it playing an instrument or singing is included in this. We will 

discuss the coming year’s programme over cake and hopefully in 
Val’s lovely garden.  

Val’s Social for ACT II  

Contacts  

For more information you can call 

Head Tutor Valerie Harris on 

0161 928 2277  or 

 

John Banks  
Mobile - 07792 307677 

 

Or you can email us at the 

following info@acts4u.org.uk 

We still need someone who is willing to join the ACTS Committee. 

Unfortunately, we have had no response to the request we put out 

in the last newsletter. Unlike other Committees, we do not have 

many meetings, in fact only 3 in total! Meetings take place once a 

term and is where we make decisions about the running of the 

school, its activities, give the tutors honest feedback and discuss 
how A.C.T.S can be improved. Tea, coffee and biscuits are provided! 

We are sure there is someone out there who can support A.C.T.S in 

this way. Please contact Head Tutor, Valerie Harris for a chat.  

We need You? 

Child Safeguarding is constantly being updated and enforced and we take the safety of our 

students very seriously. We can now announce that since April, as well as being DBS  

certified, Valerie Harris and John Banks are now registered chaperones. Janet Reidsma, who 

helps us backstage with both our main and one act productions is also registered.  

Chaperones  

We would very much like to be able to run some more drama workshops next 

year for the students. What we always do is approach theatre professionals and 

ask them if they would be happy to do these for us. However, they are very 

expensive and the people who come do so often on their day off! A Theatre visit 
is also an activity we would love to repeat. Due to cost and time, other things 

may have to take a backseat for these to occur. We will keep you and the  

students informed once we have examined all the possibilities.  

Workshops 
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A.C.T.SA.C.T.S

www:actsdrama.wordpress.com 

Who would have guessed that it was Shakespeare who gave us so many of our  

every day phases. I bet there are a few here that will surprise you! Enjoy! 

The End Bit  


