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Lockdown is easing and I 

hope you have been able 

to meet family and friends. 

I am delighted to have 

finally seen my sons and at 
the time of writing one of 

my grand daughters.  

With regards to the Arts 

however theatres are still 

suffering and it is going to be a long and hard 

fight to restore things to how they used to 

be. 
 

For our part we are determined that ACTS 

will resume after its enforced ’rest’. This year  

means more to us especially as we will be 

celebrating our 10th year! It has felt very 

strange not seeing the students these past 
few months and I have missed them greatly. 

I sincerely hope that they will all wish to  

return so we can pick up where we left off. 

Yes, it will be different at first but we can and 

will adapt and be flexible so that we can all 

once more enjoy what ACTS has created and 
given us.  

 

May I ask you to please ensure that the 

students read the newsletter and you pass it 

onto other members of your family and any 

other interested parties. This is even more so 

important with regards to the article below.  
 

We know that this virus has not gone and will 

be with us for some time to come so please 

stay safe. Finally, I am confident, we will 

meet again! 

 
Valerie Harris—Head Tutor 

A Word From Me  

News 
A L T R I N C H A M  C R E A T I V E  

 T H E A T R E  S C H O O L  

July 2020 

A.C.T.S. 

© A.C.T.S. 2020 

A Word from Me 1 

Welcome to  
ACT I  

1 

Theatre Facts 2 

One Act Play 
Festivals 2021 

2 

Wot I Wrote! 2 

Starting Back 3 

Dates for Diaries 3 

Contacts 3 

2021 Main 
Productions 

3 

ACTS 
Workshops 

4 

The End Bit 4 

Inside this issue: 

It is very important to fill the gaps in ACT I that will occur when a  

number of students will move on to ACT II in September. ACT I ensures 

the future of ACTS as a whole. Therefore, the need to build up the junior  

section is essential! Anyone who may be interested can already get in 

touch with Head Tutor, Valerie Harris on 0161 928 2277 or they can email 

us at info@acts4u.org.uk.  
 To safeguard ACTS future, we need your help and support.  

PLEASE NOTE: - If you have  important information for us   

PHONE - Do not email! 
 

Emails are only checked once a day  

Our phones do not have internet!  

Welcome to ACT I  
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One Act Play Festivals 2021 

We had no idea when we decided that we would not be 

entering the One ACT Play Festivals this year that all of them 

would be cancelled!  

 

We have already said that we would re-enter the One Act Play 

Festivals next year and we sincerely hope that this will be 
possible. It is too far ahead to predict what the situation will 

be but we will be keeping our fingers crossed.   

Theatre Facts 

 The oldest and most haunted theatre in London is the Theatre Royal Drury Lane. The Man 

in Grey wears an 18th Century hat, wig and cloak and is seen in the fourth row of the 

Upper Circle between the hours of ten and six.  When the theatre was being refurbished 

in the 1840s, a cavity was found that contained a skeleton with a knife in its chest.  

 

 The first woman to appear in a Shakespeare play was in 1660, 44 years after  
     Shakespeare’s death. It was previously illegal in England for a woman to act on stage.  

 

 One of the most unusual theatres in the world is The Seebühne (floating stage) in 

     Austria. Featured in a few scenes in 2008’s Quantum of Solace, the theatre is the 

     location for musical and opera performances on the shores of Lake Constance.  

 

 The word 'thespian' comes from the first person to have taken the stage in Ancient 

Greece, Thespis.  

 

 The Ghost Light - A light, often a bare bulb, is still left on the stage of many theatres so 

it is never completely dark. It also gives any theatre’s ghosts a light to perform by so 
they don’t curse the production.  

Wot I Wrote! 

Or otherwise entitled ‘DON’T SHOOT ME I’M ONLY THE WRITER’ 

It always starts with a blank piece of paper. That blank piece of virgin 

paper that just stares back at you waiting for you to write those first 

words that odds on you will cross out again! Where to start and what to 

write? Some ideas spring immediately to mind, and are best written 

down quickly least they be forgotten as quickly as they were thought of.  
 

We have had students who have written plays for us. Ex-ACT II student, 

Georgina Daigliesh, for example, had a dream about her play. Re-counting this to her friends 

she was told to write it down before she forgot any of it. That idea became the play 

‘ Volunteers of Eve’ which we performed in 2014. Another of our students, Christopher  

Bennett was inspired by Georgina’s play and decide to write his own, ‘Wine on the Rug’ 

which we performed in 2017. His idea came from a murder whodunit that tutor, John Banks 
had written several years ago for ACTS and in which he himself had acted.  

 

It is not an easy task, as with deadlines looming come the sleepless nights, the hot flushes, 

the odd food fad, and the bad back. It can also seem quite strange when you write with or 

help another writer and both of you suffer from being dyslexic! An amusing situation with 

hindsight!  It is however, very satisfying, after many changes and rewrites, to see the page 
being translated to the stage, to hear the words take life.  

Is that why we write? I guess it is and also because it’s fun. At least that’s what they keep 

telling me!! 

https://seatplan.com/london/theatre-royal-drury-lane-venue/
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Our number one priority is and has always been the welfare of 

our students. All measures that need to be taken will be and 

we will be doing a risk assessment before we restart.  

Although we ourselves are preparing to move forward in 

September, we are reliant on our meeting venues. They, in 

turn, will have to tell us when they hope to re-open so that we 
can move forward.  

 

We have an advantage over many other drama groups and 

schools in that we are much smaller and therefore in a better 

position to control and regulate our operation. Please help us in 

this by following certain guidelines. For example, not sending 

any students who may be feeling ill, students to be aware of 
the importance of hand washing and distancing. Up to now the 

distancing for us will be as suggested by Government which is 

one metre plus. Tutors, John Banks and Becky Fitch are both 

well up to speed with other recommendations with their work in schools. They have never in 

fact stopped working as they have been dealing with key worker children since the lockdown 

begin. 
 

As reported in the last newsletter, we were not successful in recouping the cost for the hire 

of ACT II’s scripts. Those few unreturned scripts sadly incurred us the full cost which could 

so easily have been avoided. It is important that all scripts must be returned from both  

sections. Any that are not and are lost will have to be replaced. Can these be posted to Val 

or put through her letterbox before September please. 
 

We look forward to welcoming all our students back but if there are any problems, or  

concerns please can you contact Head Tutor, Valerie Harris.   

Starting Back!  

Contacts  

For more information you can call Head 

Tutor Valerie Harris on  

0161 928 2277  or 

 

John Banks  
Mobile - 07792 307677 

 

Or you can email us at the 

following 

info@acts4u.org.uk 

Dates for Diaries  

We are still looking to  

recommence classes at the 

start of Sept, 2020.  

 

There are still no fixed 
dates at the time of writing. 

As soon as we know and 

have them confirmed, 

actual dates and start times 

will be sent out to you. 

2021 Main Productions 

Everyone is missing ‘live’ theatre and we missed ours! Next year’s main 

productions have not been decided yet as it will all depend on student 

numbers but we will choose something as quickly as possible and inform 

you in due course. Sadly, it is highly unlikely that we will be able to  

perform either of the two plays we had planned for this year. It would be 

nice to be able to bring these to the stage at a later date. We certainly 
hope that we will be able to stage two plays giving the students the chance to perform ‘live’ 

to the public which is what drama is all about. You can’t text or email in a performance!  
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The End Bit  

 

To all intends and purposes ‘live’ theatre is still, at the time of 

writing, basically at a stand still. It is going to take a long time 

to recover. The overall view is bleak and it is very possible that 

many theatres, drama societies, groups and schools may never 

recover. Yes, one can view performances on line and to be fair 

you may certainly get a better view than if you were in the  
theatre itself. However, you cannot re-create that ‘performance 

atmosphere’ though a computer screen or TV set. We still intend to prepare our students for 

the time when they will be able to perform ‘live’ again on stage in a theatre!  

 

Our friends in the theatre world are having a hard time of it and even with social distancing 

work will be hard to come by. We are pleased to hear therefore that they are still all happy 

and looking forward to coming back to see us and run the discussed workshops as  
previously stated. Of course, we want all the students to benefit from these so we will only 

book dates when we know that these professionals will be able to run them for any number 

of students. The main problem with some of them will be the social distancing aspect.  

The Stage Fight Workshop cannot be run until that problem is resolved due to the fact that it 

is a very hands on activity.  

We remain positive however, that all our workshops will eventually happen. 

ACTS Workshops 


