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In the last newsletter I 

ended by saying “I am 

confident, we will meet 

again!” Well after more 

months than I wish to 
remember, ACTS is finally 

back! It has been a real joy 

to welcome the students. 

My, haven’t they all grown! 

After being patient for so long, we fully 

intend to slowly and with care resume all our 

activities. It is sadly a fact that we are going 
to have to live with this virus for a very long 

time. However, we can adapt and be flexible 

so that we can all once more enjoy what 

ACTS offers us in different ways. 

 

I am pleased to hear that some students 
have been able to take part in their D of E 

activities. It is an award we fully support and 

a good thing to have on any CV.   

 

As I have mentioned before, please ensure 

that the students read the newsletter and 
that you pass it onto other members of your 

family and any other interested parties. Its all 

good PR for us. 

 

Finally, I can confirm that John, Becky and 

myself have all had our 2nd jab and we have 

also been tested again. John and Becky 
continue to test twice a week for their jobs. 

 

So as they say ‘onwards and upwards’! 

 

 

Valerie Harris—Head Tutor 

A Word From Me  

News 
A L T R I N C H A M  C R E A T I V E  

 T H E A T R E  S C H O O L  

July 2021 

A.C.T.S. 

© A.C.T.S. 2021 

A Word from Me 1 

Welcome to 
Back to ACTS  

1 

Main Play 2020 2 

One Act Play 
Festivals 2022 

2 

Theatre Trivia 2 

Dates for Diaries 3 

Contacts 3 

Autumn Term 
Fees 

3 

ACTS 
Workshops 

3 

The Theatre 3 

 You’re joking! 4 

The End Bit 4 

Inside this issue: 
Meetings have resumed on Saturday mornings at the Unitarian Church Hall 

at the normal times of 10.30 - 12.30. When the final numbers of returning 

students was confirmed, we decided that it was not feasible to pay for     

another venue for only 3 or 4 ACT II students. Therefore, we have gone 

back to just having one section at present and dropped the Section Names 

of ACT I and ACT II. Bearing this is mind, John re-organised again the 
weekly programme taking into account students’ ages. Certain activities 

could therefore be run for the older ones and some activities would suit all 

the students. There is a new booking officer at the Unitarian Church who 

has been very helpful. She asked us, bearing in mind the restrictions at the 

time of our  re-start, if we could meet in the smaller of the two halls to   

begin with. We have been promised that we will be returning to the main 

Hall. We hope, depending what happens on the 19th July, to be able to do 
that which will allow us to use the stage and re-start our various theatre 

workshops. We would then look to, perhaps, being able to increase our 

numbers again. Like other groups, we have had some students who have 

had to isolate but luckily we have still managed to continue the meetings. 

It has been hard for students to work on pieces when their fellow students 

can’t make it.  

PLEASE always ring us as its so much quicker and far more efficient than 

an email. Plus we are not wasting time waiting for people and late comers. 

Welcome Back to ACTS  
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One Act Play Festivals 2022 

We have no idea if all or any One ACT Play Festivals will take place next year. 

Obviously, this is very different from staging a main production. It involves 

numerous groups from different parts of the country not just meeting each 

other, but having to share facilities at different theatre venues. We would not 

be starting rehearsals for any one act play until March 2022. Any decision as to 

taking part will not be discussed until January 2022 at the earliest.  
 

So for the time being, we cannot confirm whether we will be entering any such festival. 

However, we have already said that we would re-enter One Act Play Festivals as this is part 

of what ACTS does and it is an acting opportunity to show off our students talents to other 

groups as well as competing against them. So for now, watch this space!  

Main Play 2022 

We are very conscious of the fact that the students  

ultimately wish to perform again. In ACTS, our aim has 

always been to give our students the chance to perform 

‘live’ to the public. That is what theatre is all about. 

Everyone is missing ‘live’ theatre and we miss ours!  

 
Over lockdown, many performers from different genres 

of theatre have zoomed performances to be viewed online. You certainly cannot text or 

email one! Even if we wanted to, we do not have the facilities to seriously consider filming a 

performance or doing something similar. At the time of writing, we have no idea what we 

will be able to do or what we will perform but, as all our productions have been in the month 

of March, we have some time before we make any decision. In 3 months time, we like so 

many, hope that restrictions will be practically zero which will allow us to have more 
freedom to stage a public play. 

 When Shakespeare’s Globe burned down in 1613, the one 

casualty was a man whose breeches caught fire; they were 

put out with a bottle of ale. 

 

 If you say ‘Macbeth’ in a theatre, you are meant to walk three times in a circle 

     anti-clockwise, then either spit or say a rude word. 
 

 A precursor to the film Shakespeare in Love was an 1804 story by Alexandre Duval in 

which the Bard falls for an actress playing Richard III. 

 

 The first recorded instance of a woman playing Hamlet was Charlotte Charke (1713-

1760). 

 
 Thespis is credited with being the person who invented the idea of the actor. It is from 

him that we get ‘thespian’. 

 

  The first known instance of the expression ‘the plot thickens’ is in George Villiers’ 1671 

play The Rehearsal. The same play also features the phrase ‘hip-hop’. 

 
 In 1944, K. O. Newman wrote a book, 250 Times I Saw a Play, which fails to mention 

what the play was, who wrote it, or who acted in it. 

 

 To ‘explode’ originally meant to hiss or boo an actor off the stage. 

Theatre Trivia 

http://www.bardstage.org/globe-theatre-fire.htm
http://www.bardstage.org/globe-theatre-fire.htm
https://interestingliterature.com/2014/10/13/was-hamlet-a-woman-yes-and-no/
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PLEASE NOTE: - If you have  important information for us   

PHONE - Do not email! 
 

Emails are only checked once a day  

Our phones do not have internet!  

Contacts  

For more information you 

can call Head Tutor Valerie 

Harris on 0161 928 2277  

or 

 
John Banks  

Mobile - 07792 307677 

 

Or you can email us at the 

following info@acts4u.org.uk 

Dates for Diaries  

ACTS Summer term finishes 

on Saturday the 17th July, 

2021. 

 

ACTS Autumn term starts on   
Saturday the 11th September, 

2021. 

Due to Covid, the Spring Term was shorter than usual and 

therefore the reduced fee. As from September, we will be  

going back to our original full term so the fees will in turn 

return to £60 per term. We are always very grateful if these 

fees could be brought to the first meeting. It keeps our 

Treasurer happy and makes her job easier. Cash or cheques 
only will be accepted.   

Autumn Term Fees 

ACTS Workshops 

From September onwards, we are hoping that we will be able to 

re-book our long overdue drama workshops. We had three all lined up 

before they had to be postponed several times and then cancelled  

altogether. A particularly popular one is the Stage Fight Workshop led 

by our friend professional fight director, Renny Krupinski . Renny has 

managed to do some work for TV under strict operating regulations. 
There is a possibility of doing the workshop with masks but we would 

like to see if, with time, we can run this again without the need for them. An excellent 

Instructor, Renny is really looking forward to coming back to work with our students He has 

always been impressed with ACTS discipline, willingness to get involved and their  

friendliness. We are very hopeful that we can also re-book our other two workshops. 

Theatre Critic Quote  

 

The scenery was beautiful – but 

the actors got in front of it.  

 

– Alexander Woollcott 

The Theatre was an Elizabethan playhouse and the first permanent theatre England. Built 

in 1576 by actor-manager James Burbage, it is considered the first theatre built in London 

for the sole purpose of theatrical productions. It’s history includes a number of important 

acting troupes including the Lord Chamberlain's Men, which employed Shakespeare as actor 

and playwright. After a dispute with the landlord, it was dismantled and the timbers used in 

the construction of the now famous Globe Theatre. 

The Theatre 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elizabethan_theatre
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Burbage
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lord_Chamberlain%27s_Men
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shakespeare
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Globe_Theatre
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The End Bit  

There is a two-lettered word that perhaps has more meanings than any other two-lettered 

word, and that is ‘UP’. Now it is UP to you whether you are UP for this. 

It’s easy to understand UP, meaning towards the sky or at the top of the list, but when we 

awaken in the morning, why did we wake UP? At a meeting, why does a topic come UP? 

Why do we speak UP and why are the officers UP for election and why is it UP to the secre-

tary to write UP a report? 

We call UP our friends. And we use it to brighten UP a room, polish UP the silver, we warm 

UP the leftovers and clean UP the kitchen. We lock UP the house and some men fix UP the 

old car. At other times the little word has real special meaning. People stir UP trouble, line 

UP for tickets, work UP an appetite, and think UP excuses. To dress is one thing, but to be 

dressed UP is special. 

And this UP is confusing: A drain must be opened UP because it is stopped UP. We open 

UP a shop in the morning but we close it UP at night.  

We seem to be pretty mixed UP about UP! To be knowledgeable about the proper uses of 

UP, look the word UP in the dictionary. In a desk-sized dictionary, it takes UP almost 1/4 of 

the page  and can add UP to about thirty definitions. If you are UP to it, you might try 

building UP a list of the many ways UP is used. It will take UP a lot of your time but if you 

don’t give UP, you may wind UP with a hundred or more. 

When it threatens to rain, we say it is clouding UP. When the sun comes out we say it is 
clearing UP! When it rains it wets the earth and often messes things UP. When it doesn’t 

rain for a awhile, things dry UP. 

One could go on and on, but I’ll wrap it UP, for now my time is UP, so....it is time to shut 

UP! Oh...one more thing: 

What is the first thing you do in the morning and the last thing you do at night? UP! 

Did they really say that? We know only to well from experience what audiences can whisper 

to each other. All the following are, believe it or not, true! 

 

 [At Blood Brothers interval] "Something tells me that this isn't going to have a happy 

ending". 
 

 [At Waiting for Godot] "He won't come, you know - his name's not in the programme". 

 

 [At Jesus Christ Superstar] "Well, I didn't expect it to end like 

that". 

  

 [At Les Miserables] "Where are they going to put the guillotine?" 

You’re Joking! 


