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We restart, for the first 

time in 18 months, a full 

term. Please note the 

correct full fees to be paid.  

After some discussion it 
has been decided that we 

are going to keep A.C.T.S 

as one section for the 

foreseeable future.  

 

I am extremely grateful to John for all the 

planning he has done alone over the years 
for both ACT I and ACT II. Although this year 

he has again been working at ‘Summer 

School’, he has spent a large part of the 

remaining school break organising and 

planning this coming ACTS term. Cutting an 

original 26 meetings programme in half has 
made a huge difference! 

We are also returning to meeting in the 

Unitarian Main Hall which will help 

immensely. It has allowed us to book two 

workshops which had been on hold. See 

inside for more details. 
 

I hope that you have all managed to reunite 

with some family and friends over the past 

couple of months. I was delighted to be able 

to attend my granddaughter’s wedding, a 

small affair but which made it all the more 

personal and pleasurable. Even though we 
have had our jabs, the tutors are still testing 

themselves.   

 

Finally, for all of us, I hope 2021 will end 

better than it started . 

 
Valerie Harris—Head Tutor 
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Inside this issue: We are always looking of ways we can promote 

and finance ACTS, be it via grants, sponsorship or 

any other means. As you are aware, none of the 

tutors are paid for their teaching and all monies 

are ploughed straight back into the drama school. 

That way we can book professional workshops, 
buy or hire equipment, props or costumes and pay rents. John produces a 

newsletter 3 times a year which we hope you and all the students read but 

also pass on to any interested parties be that family, friends or colleagues.  

 

We have our webpage at the following address http:// acts-

drama.wordpress.com. Do have a look at the website and let us know what 

you think.   
Also, ACTS has 2 Facebook pages, one is a public page and the other a 

closed group page for the students. Any student, 13 yrs or older, may join 

this page thus allowing them to share comments and view the photos that 

are taken at various activities. May we reassure parents that both pages 

are very closely monitored. 
 

Finally, thanks to our tutor Becky Fitch, we have had for 2 years now an 

Instagram account for ACTS. The address is altrincham_creative 

_theatre. Please take time to view these and give us your feedback and 

comments.  

ACTS PR  
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We have now been able to re-book two workshops that had 

had to be postponed. The first one will take place on Saturday 

the 16th October.  

 

This will be with Sarat Broughton who has 35 years of  

experience teaching drama/ theatre and performance skills. 
As well as being an accomplished actor, she has worked  

extensively as a theatre director with youth groups in 

Greater Manchester. She currently works as a LAMDA  

examiner nationally and internationally and facilitates 

workshops in schools, colleges and for drama groups within 

Cheshire and the Greater Manchester area. Sarat is always 

happy to run workshops for other groups so if you know of 
anyone who may be interested then you can contact her on 

07970412171. 

 

Our second workshop is a  particularly popular one with 

ACTS students. It is the ‘Stage Fight Workshop’ led by 

professional fight director, Renny Krupinski. He is at the moment stunt coordinator on a new 
10 part TV series called ‘Dodger’. It’s how the Artful Dodger came to London and got mixed 

up with Fagin. Way before Oliver Twist is on the scene.  

 

Stage Fighting requires total concentration and discipline. If 

this is not adhered to then people can get hurt. Although 

very fair, Renny is firm and anyone who he feels cannot 
follow the rules, does not take part. Health and safety is 

paramount in everything Renny does and this rule applies to 

all ACTS activities.  

 

Due to the nature of the workshop, only children of a 

certain age can take part. It is therefore possible that some  

students may not be able to be involved on this occasion 
but will have to wait until we run it again. The workshop will run on Saturday the 11th  

December.  

PROP? 

ACTS Workshops 

Prop is short for theatrical property, an object used during a theatrical performance. They 

include staffs, food, weapons, lanterns and candles, canes, parasols, and practically 

anything else an actor could or might pick up. Personal props are props worn or carried by a 

particular actor and issued to him rather than stored on the prop table. Decorative props  

include all the things that are used to enhance the setting visually (set dressing) but are not 

specifically touched by the actors. Window curtains, pictures, table lamps, bric-a-brac, books 

in bookcases, theatre props can range from being very tiny to rather dangerous items.  

For example, in London cannons were introduced as Globe Theatre props. The cannons were 

situated inside the roof, in the attic above the "Heavens". The 

cannons were used to create a dramatic special effect such as 

heralding great entrances especially in the plays which were 

about an event in history. The cannon was loaded with       

gunpowder and wadding and this particular Globe Theatre prop 

led to the fire of 1613 which led to the total destruction of the 

Globe Theatre within two hours. 
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PLEASE NOTE: - If you have  important information for us   

PHONE - Do not email! 
 

Emails are only checked once a day  

Our phones do not have internet!  

Contacts  

For more information you 

can call Head Tutor Valerie 

Harris on 0161 928 2277  

or 

 
John Banks  

Mobile - 07792 307677 

 

Or you can email us at the 

following 

info@acts4u.org.uk 

Dates for Diaries  

ACTS Autumn term starts on 

Saturday the 11th Sept, 2021. 

 

There will be no meetings on 

Saturday the 23rd and 30th 
Oct. 

 

ACTS Autumn term ends on   

Saturday the 18th Dec, 2021. 

 

ACTS Winter term starts on 

Saturday the 8th January 
2022. 

Main Play 2022 

Fees have not been increased but we are returning to full 

terms again so the fees remain the same as before at 

£60.00 per term. Could you please ensure that students 

bring these to the first meeting. It makes life so much 

simpler and we hate having to chase people up. We     

accept cash or cheques whichever is easier for you. It is 
always nice to be able to give our ACTS Treasurer all the 

fees in one go and bring a smile to her face. This is very 

important before we ask her if we can spend some of it! 

Autumn Term Fees 

We set up ACTS so that young people could gain confidence, 

learn the discipline of theatre, realise the value of teamwork,  

discover the magic and show it via performance. The chance to 

perform ‘live’ to others apart from their fellow students. They are 

all stars who all have different talents. The tutors are looking at 

what is feasible with our present group of students. There may 
be a chance that we will be able to perform one of the plays we 

had started to rehearse last year but which never got to the stage! More details on this once 

a final decision has been made. 

 

ONE ACT PLAYS 

This is still something that has yet to be resolved and we are unlikely to know anything 

about the festivals situation until 2022. 

My only regret in the theatre is that I could never sit out front and 

watch me. – John Barrymore 
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A.C.T.SA.C.T.S

www:actsdrama.wordpress.com 

The End Bit  

1. Oak trees do not produce acorns until they are fifty years 

of age or older. 

2. No piece of paper can be folded in half more than seven 

times. Oh go ahead....I’ll wait. 

3. The liquid inside young coconuts can be used as a         

substitute for blood plasma. 

4. Donkeys kill more people annually than plane crashes or 

shark attacks (So watch your Ass) 

5. You burn more calories sleeping than you do watching  television. 

6. The first product to have a bar code was Wrigley’s gum. 

7. The King of Hearts is the only king WITHOUT a moustache. 

8. In 1987 American Airlines saved $40,000 by eliminating one olive from each salad 

served in first class. 

9. Venus is the only planet that rotates clockwise. (since Venus is normally associated with 

women, what does that tell you? That women are going in the ‘right’ direction?)  

10. Apples, not caffeine, are more efficient at waking you up in the morning. 

11. Most dust particles in your house are made from dead skin! 

12. Dentists have recommended that a tooth brush be kept at least six feet away from a  

toilet to avoid airborne particles' resulting from the flush. (I keep my toothbrush in the 
living room now!) 

 The word ‘exsibilation’ refers to an audience’s practice of hissing a bad performer off the 

stage; it first appears in a work of 1640. 

 

 A ‘deuteragonist’ is the second actor or person in a drama, after the protagonist. It’s first 

recorded in 1855 in a book by G. H. Lewes. 

 
 The word ‘background’ originally denoted the part of the stage farthest from the 

     audience; it first appears in a play by William Wycherley. 

 

 ‘Scenario’ originally denoted the front of a classical theatre; it first appears in English in 

the diary of John Evelyn (1620-1706). 

Interesting Facts about Drama and Theatre 


