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Welcome to 2022 and I 

hope it will be a nicer one. 

Last year did not finish as 

well as we would have 

wished for several reasons, 
not least with both John 

and myself catching Covid. 

However, we did end with 

a very good workshop (see 

inside) and a determined group of young 

people. The year is certainly going to be a 

busy one as we will be heading straight into 
rehearsals for our main production at a run!  

I take this opportunity to especially thank 

John who has unfortunately had to spend 

most of his Christmas break planning, 

preparing and putting together a production 

for our students. Find out more details about 
that inside.  

Please ensure that the students read the 

newsletter as it is as much for them as for 

you. A copy will be also emailed to you and 

please forward that onto any other interested 

parties. We constantly look for support and 
never know where it may come from. It is 

this method that helped secured us a 

donation that paid for the last two 

workshops! 

 

Let’s all remain positive, which I know can be 

hard at times, and look forward with hope to 
a better year. Stay safe and well. 

 

Finally, if our students still arrive with a smile 

and leave with a smile then I know we are 

still doing something right! 

 
Valerie Harris—Head Tutor 

A Word From Me  

News 
A L T R I N C H A M  C R E A T I V E  

 T H E A T R E  S C H O O L  

Jan 2022 

A.C.T.S. 

© A.C.T.S. 2022 

A Word from Me 1 

ACTS Today 1 

Main Plays 2022 2 

Dates for Diaries 2 

Contacts 2 

ACTS 
Workshops 

3 

Winter Fees 3 

Can you 
enlighten us?  

4 

The End Bit 4 

Inside this issue: Numbers remain low but our aims remain the same. 

Teach theatre skills that can be displayed via the     

performance of a main play. Shown again in One Act 

Play Festivals where students are able to compete 

against other groups. We have always kept our      

numbers at a level where all students can get that 
important attention from their tutors and are never 

neglected. Something that sadly, we have heard, has 

happened in other drama groups and schools. This is not what ACTS does. 

Everyone has different talents, everyone should be given the chance to 

shine! However, we are still looking to increase our numbers. This is      

important to sustain the present group and secure its future. 

We do understand that there are times when students cannot attend. This 
could be, for example, for D of E activities, which we fully support, or     

exams. With Tutors who are involved in Education, we fully understand the 

importance of this. Yet we cannot stress enough that we are a drama 

school and not a club. There is a big difference. Amongst our keystones is 

Teamwork and Commitment especially where productions are concerned. 

PLEASE if there is a problem always ring us. Its so much quicker and far 
more efficient than an email. If it means someone is unable to attend a 

meeting, has a problem or is ill then we are not messing other students 

around.  

ACTS Today 
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Contacts  

For more information you 

can call Head Tutor Valerie 

Harris on 0161 928 2277  

or 

 
John Banks  

Mobile - 07792 307677 

 

Or you can email us at the 

following 

info@acts4u.org.uk 

Dates for Diaries  

ACTS Spring term starts on 

Saturday the 8th January 2022 

 

On Saturday the 5th Feb the 

meeting will be at Val’s house. 
 

There will be no meeting on 

Saturday the 12th Feb. 

 

ACTS Spring term ends on   

Saturday the 2nd April, 2022. 

ACTS Plays 2022 

This is still not totally resolved and we may end up being in a 

position where we can only attend one festival next year. We 

have spoken to the students about this. However, feedback 

so far received is that they are still keen to undertake a One 

Act Play even if it be for one performance. It will of course 

depend on numbers and being certain that those available 
students can fully commit. We will keep you posted. 

As is normal practice, we discussed what sort 

of production the students would like to do. 

We finally found a play which was accepted 

and, after some editing to fit our numbers, 

cast it. The following week we had a read 

through but then disaster struck the evening 
before our first rehearsal. This was so very 

unexpected that we were left stunned, being 

totally unprepared for such news. The result meant that we had no choice but to cancel the 

play. The following morning the news was broken to the students and we discussed the 

situation. With so much time now lost, it was decided that, instead of going back to 

searching for a play we would revive a format that we had first used in 2002 and was so 

successful again in 2004. This was ’MixtyMaxty’.  
 

What is a MixtyMaxty we hear you cry?  It comes from the Scottish dialect, and translates as 

‘Oddly mixed or jumbled together’. The initial concept was first  introduced to us by actor 

and director, Barry Hesketh who ran a theatre company up in Scotland. Barry worked closely 

with Val and John for many years. As a keen scholar of the Bard, he introduced  

Shakespeare to the students we had at that time and directed our first Shakespeare outing, 
‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’. Performing a MixtyMaxty can allow students to show off a  

variety of different talents. Barry had been in bad health for a number of years and sadly 

passed away in 2021 so this will end up being a little tribute to him. He greatly enjoyed 

working with the students, passing on his knowledge and enthusiasm and will be greatly 

missed. 

We do not have any set in stone dates as yet but there will be two performances as usual 
around the end of March. Due to finances and the reduced group size at present, we will be 

performing at the Hall where we meet. There are still many details to be sorted and as soon 

as we know more we will inform you. We also hope that there will be no serious changes due 

to Covid unlike last year where three weeks before performing all had to be cancelled. Help 

will be needed to make this a success for the students so if you are happy to volunteer in 

any capacity please let us know. 
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PLEASE NOTE: - If you have  important information for us   

PHONE - Do not email! 
 

Emails are only checked once a day  

Our phones do not have internet!  

We were delighted to finally get two workshops in last 

year, both having been delayed several times due to 

changing restrictions. The first one took place on  

Saturday the 16th October and was run by Sarat 

Broughton who teaches drama/theatre and performance 

skills. As well as being an accomplished actor, she is also 
a national and international LAMDA 

examiner. Sarat has run workshops 

for us before and has told us how is is always so nice to work with our 

students. Sarat is always happy to run workshops for other groups so if 

you know of anyone who may be interested then you can contact her on 

07970412171. Following exercises in movement, this particular  

workshop was about Masks and it was very interesting to see how 
people changed when they wore a fixed expression mask and how they 

reacted to others. 

 

The students enjoyed it so much that they 

have requested another more advanced workshop with Sarat 

again involving mask work. We have already gone back to 
Sarat with this request and will be arranging this at some  

future date later in the year.  

 

 

 

Our second workshop took place on Saturday the 
11th December. This is always a particularly 

popular one with ACTS students. It is the ‘Stage 

Fight Workshop’ led by professional fight  

director, Renny Krupinski. Stage Fighting  

requires total concentration and discipline as one 

false move or being one inch out from your  

target can cause injury as well as shock and an 
unpleasant surprise for your ‘fight’ partner. As in all ACTS activities safety is paramount. So 

with this in mind the students ended up dragging others around the Hall by their hair,  

slapping them in the face and punching them in the stomach after 

throwing them against a wall for good measure. It is a bit of a 

concern that they enjoyed doing this so much that they would love 

to progress to another more advanced session! Renny is always in 
great demand and this is an expensive workshop so, no promises, 

but we will see if we can arrange another one at some stage. 

Fees remain the same at £60.00 per term. Could you please check that   

students bring these to the first meeting. We accept cash or cheques   

whichever is easier for you. Please help us keep our Treasurer smiling by 

making her New Year a happy one by ensuring these are paid promptly!  

Winter Fees 

ACTS Workshops 
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The End Bit  

We all need a lift now and again so hopefully 

these humorous items with give you just that! 
 

I decided this year to get fit so I phoned the 

local gym and I asked if they could teach me 

how to do the splits. He said, "How flexible are 

you?" I said, "I can't make Tuesdays."  

 

As I was getting into my car, this bloke says to 
me "Can you give me a lift?" I said "Sure, you 

look great, the world's your oyster, go for it.” 

 

You know, somebody actually complimented 

me on my driving today. They left a little note 

on the windscreen, it said 'Parking Fine.' So 
that was nice."  

 

I went into a shop and I said, "Can someone 

sell me a kettle." The bloke said "Kenwood" I 

said, "Where is he?"  

 

When I got home, the phone was ringing. I 
picked it up, and said 'Who's speaking please?' 

And a voice said 'You are.” 

 

“Apparently, 1 in 5 people in the world are 

Chinese. And there are 5 people in my family, 

so it must be one of them. It's either my mum 
or my dad. Or my older brother Colin. Or my 

younger brother Ho-Chan-Chu. But I think it's 

Colin."  

We have for some time now been looking to see if 

we can hire or borrow a simple lighting system for 

when we stage our plays.  

Nowadays, the vast majority is very complex, big 

and expensive. We are not looking for disco type 

lighting which appears to be very popular. Therefore, 
we are putting out an appeal to people to see if they 

can help us out at all. With our recent productions 

we have struggled to get the effects we would like to 

achieve. So if you have any ideas, know of anyone 

who could help or have something hidden away in 

your garage please get in touch. 

Can You Enlighten Us? 


